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Turning the tables on TB

Tuberculosis (TB) is the leading infectious cause of deaths worldwide. Over the last few decades,
the emergence of TB strains that are resistant to first-line medication has alarmed doctors and
public health experts. Some forms of drug-resistance — especially to the two first-line drugs
(referred to as multidrug-resistant TB or MDR-TB) — require a longer duration of therapy that is
more expensive and toxic. Therefore, MDR-TB and other advanced forms of drug resistance have
the potential to undermine global TB elimination efforts. These concerns are particularly relevant
for India which has the world’s largest TB epidemic and the largest number of individuals with
MDR-TB.

On World TB Day this year (March 24), the Government of India released the country’s first
national TB drug-resistance survey— an important effort that substantially advances our
understanding of the epidemic. It found that 6% of patients seeking care in the government sector
have MDR-TB; this includes 3% of patients diagnosed with TB for the first time and 12% of
patients with a prior history of TB treatment. Recent modelling studies predict that the percentage
of patients with MDR-TB in India is only likely to rise over the next two decades.

As of 2013, the outcomes of patients with MDR-TB in the government TB programme were dismal.
Of the 61,000 patients estimated to have reached government diagnostic centres that year, 14%
were successfully diagnosed and have completed therapy. To its credit, since 2013, the
government has made efforts to improve diagnosis and treatment of such patients. The findings of
the survey highlight an urgent need to accelerate these efforts.

Drug susceptibility testing (DST) is used to determine if a patient has MDR-TB, thereby enabling
prompt diagnosis and treatment. In previous years, the government had restricted use of DST to
patients at higher risk for MDR-TB (those with a history of TB treatment). As a result, patients
diagnosed with TB for the first time had to fail the first-line regimen before being screened with
DST, resulting in prolonged delays in diagnosis. Last year, the government introduced universal
DST in 19 States. It needs to be rapidly rolled out in the States with the highest TB burden if there
is to be a meaningful impact in India’s MDR-TB epidemic.

Further, strict adherence to medication can lower the chances of developing drug resistance and
reduce TB deaths. Improving pill-taking by patients, however, is easier said than done. The MDR-
TB drug regimen is demanding and can have severe side-effects (loss of appetite and hearing
loss) if patients are not closely monitored. Enhanced counselling and access to patient support
groups may help patients stick to their treatment. In addition, innovative treatment-monitoring
technologies such as digital pillboxes may assist in improving patient outcomes.

Engaging the private sector

While the national drug resistance survey was a laudable effort, the findings of the survey are
limited by the fact that it was conducted using a sample of a little over 5,000 patients from the
public sector. This is a significant shortcoming as about 50% to 60% of patients in India are being
treated in the private sector. Recent studies have found very poor quality of TB care in the private
sector. It is quite common for patients to first consult a private or informal health-care provider
when they develop symptoms, and initial contact with a private provider which has been shown to
increase delays in diagnosis. Also, patients often do not have access to support systems that are
in place in the public health system and as a result are more likely to default on their treatment.
Engaging with the private sector is therefore crucial to address the challenge of drug resistant TB
(DR-TB). Innovative models for private sector engagement in Mumbai, Patna (Bihar), and
Mehsana (Gujarat) have proven to be successful in connecting with large numbers of private
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providers and increasing notifications to the TB programme. These models can serve as a starting
point for conducting a drug resistance survey in the private sector and extending universal DST to
the private sector.

While the government is employing some of these strategies, the pace and scale of
implementation have been slower and smaller than will be needed to turn the tables on DR-TB.

Dr. Ramnath Subbaraman, infectious disease specialist, is an Assistant Professor in the
Department of Public Health and Community Medicine, Tufts University School of Medicine, U.S.
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Reform 101: On higher education

The provisions of the new Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) Bill drafted by the Centre
have far-reaching implications for the expansion and quality of human resource development, at a
time when access to skill-building and educational opportunity are vitally important. There were
864 recognised universities and 40,026 colleges in the country in 2016-17, while the gross
enrolment ratio of students was only about 26%. To put this in perspective, there were only 20
universities and 500 colleges at the time of Independence. Previous attempts at system reform
involving expert committees and even legislation to create a new body for higher education and
research had advocated changes, with an emphasis on promoting autonomy, access, inclusion
and opportunity for all. That challenging goal will fall to the HECI, the proposed successor body
to the University Grants Commission. For this very reason, the Centre should give sufficient
time to academia, the teaching community and society at large to submit considered opinions on
the draft proposals. Among the key questions that need resolution is the future role of multiple
regulatory bodies that currently exist for engineering, medicine and law; the Yash Pal Committee
had recommended that they should be brought under the ambit of a single commission. There is a
case to include other professional education streams as well, including architecture and nursing.
The aim should be to set academic benchmarks for each stream, with sufficient autonomy to
innovate on courses and encourage studies across disciplines.

Among the more contentious issues arising out of the draft Bill is the Centre’s decision to shift
grant-giving powers for higher education institutions to the Ministry of Human Resource
Development or a separate body. The UGC has been doing this so far, covering a variety of
functions, and whatever the flaws, it ensured a separation of funding decisions from political
considerations. Maintaining a balance on allocation of funds and ensuring transparency will now
depend on the proposed advisory council to the HECI. It is welcome that the States are
represented on the advisory council, giving it a federal character, although it is the Centre that will
have the final say in all matters, not even the apex HECI. At a broader level, higher education is
challenged today by fast-paced technological changes affecting the economy and the need to
create a workforce that has the requisite skills. Reform should, therefore, lead to the creation of an
agency that has the intellectual corpus to help universities and colleges adapt, and the vision to
plan for public funding in the emerging spheres of activity. There is a positive attempt in the draft
legislation to weed out degree mills and dubious training institutions, with a provision for
prosecution and imprisonment of management officials who defy the HECI. Yet, this will take
political will, given that over the past three decades laissez faire expansion of higher education
has been pursued purely for commercial motives.
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Reforming higher education

The draft Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) Bill is now in the public domain. The HECI
will replace the main regulatory authority, the University Grants Commission (UGC), to “provide for
more autonomy and facilitate holistic growth” of this sector and offer “greater opportunities to
Indian students at more affordable cost”. The new commission will cover all fields of education
except medical and, presumably, agriculture, and institutions set up under the Central and State
Acts, excluding those of national importance.

Point of departure

The main point of departure in the proposed Bill is a clear separation between academic functions
and grant-giving ones, the former to be discharged by the HECI and the latter by the Ministry of
Human Resource Development (MHRD) directly. The academic functions include promoting the
quality of instruction and maintenance of academic standards, as also fostering the autonomy of
higher education institutions for, inter alia, comprehensive and holistic growth of education and
research in a competitive global environment in an inclusive manner. In other words, the HECI will
be bestowed with comprehensive and overriding powers, including ordering the closure of
institutions, in all academic and related matters while the purse strings will be controlled by the
MHRD.

The need for a single regulatory body arose largely in the context of multiple bodies set up over
the years trying to cope with the ever increasing complexity of the sector, both in terms of rapidly
expanding number of institutions to meet the demands of surging student enrolment, and the
uneven and perhaps deteriorating standards in the quality of student output against the
requirements of the job market. As Professor Furqan Qamar and others have shown, for almost a
century after the first three universities were set up in 1857 till the UGC Act became operational in
1956, universities worked reasonably well without any outside regulator.

Problem of plenty

The regime of multiple regulators started in the mid-1980s and various professional bodies also
started asserting themselves as regulators from around the early 1990s when the country
embraced the new challenges of liberalisation, privatisation and globalisation. This was also the
period that marked a galloping growth of the sector with the setting up of many private universities.
The response of the government, arguably, was to meet the emerging challenges.

It can be observed that the heavy hands of multiple regulators (like the UGC and All India Council
for Technical Education), together with the empowerment of professional bodies (like the Bar
Council of India and Council of Architecture) have not yielded the desired dividends. Mushrooming
of institutions and a steady decline of standards in most of them have not done much good to the
image of the government and the architecture of regulation. While the proposed Bill seeks to
empower the HECI with all academic functions, its role vis-à-vis professional bodies is unclear,
and whether depriving the HECI completely of funding functions will affect its efficacy and stature
in discharging its onerous responsibility remains a major question.

Question of funds

As of today, the MHRD has been directly funding more than a hundred institutions of national
importance, including the Indian Institutes of Technology, National Institutes of Technology and
Indian Institutes of Science Education and Research. Funding 47 Central universities should not
pose a problem for the ministry. The funding scheme of State universities, which account for more
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than 50% of the student enrolment, requires to be clearly worked out. If it is sought to be done
through the Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan, or RUSA, a clear and transparent mechanism
should be spelt out. How effective the role of the HECI would be to regulate state institutions with
less than inadequate Central funding merits serious attention.

The proposed Bill has to be situated in the context of certain new initiatives like granting near
complete autonomy to the Indian Institutes of Management, providing graded autonomy to other
institutions to free them from the clutches of regulations to enable them to develop into institutions
of excellence.

On the one hand, the HECI is being conceived as an overarching regulator (albeit without the
teeth of funding function), and on the other it is sought to develop mechanisms so that more
institutions are encouraged to move out of its regulatory ambit.

Of the many functions of the HECI, specifying norms and standards for grant of autonomy and of
graded autonomy is an important one. Linked with the issue are the recent initiatives to encourage
public institutions to raise user charges so that they become self-sustaining as also to allow such
institutions to take loan from the Higher Education Funding Agency to meet developmental costs.
These are bold initiatives with major consequences, inducing institutions to abandon courses that
have hardly any job prospects and starting ones that are market-friendly. Besides, the high fees to
be paid by students for such courses might compel them to take concessional student loans. The
first militates against the idea of higher education and the concept of the university and the second
may result in the student loan crisis reaching alarming proportions on account of delay in payment
and default. How the HECI would advise the government to surmount these problems remains to
be seen.

The new setup

As regards the structure of the HECI, there will be a chairperson, vice-chairperson and 12
members of whom which the first two shall be whole-time salaried individuals. The chairperson will
be of the rank of Secretary to the Government of India. The secretary of the HECI will be an officer
of the rank of joint secretary and above or a reputed academic and will serve as its member-
secretary. Will she have voting rights as a member, as she will be appointed by the HECI?
Besides, the secretary, higher education is envisaged to don many hats, serving as a member of
the search-cum-selection committee of the chairperson and vice-chairperson, then processing
their appointment as a key functionary of the government, and finally acting as a member of the
HECI. Such multiplicity of roles may create difficulties and conflict of interest. Also, the power of
the government to remove the chairperson and members is rather overwhelming and should be
constrained.

Despite some apparent infirmities, the proposed Bill shows the resolve of the government to move
forward in reforming the sector. While many questions remain unanswered, the proposal appears
to be a plausible one, if the public expenditure in the sector continues to hover around the present
level of over 1% of GDP, against the minimum requirement of 2%. Major issues like making the
universities the hub of scientific and technological research, restoring the value of education in
social sciences and the humanities, ensuring that poor and meritorious students can afford to be
educated in subjects of their choice, improving the quality of instruction to enhance the
employability of the students, addressing the concerns of faculty shortage, etc. require a quantum
jump in allocation of public resources to this sector. Tightening the screws of regulation in the
absence of rapidly expanding public expenditure has obvious limitations.

Amitabha Bhattacharya retired from the IAS as Principal Adviser, Education and Culture, Planning
Commission, Government of India. The views expressed are personal
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Nipah transmission route unclear

The NIV has confirmed that the virus was found in fruit bats.G. Ramakrishna  

Another piece of the puzzle in Kerala’s Nipah virus outbreak has fallen into place, with Pune’s
National Institute of Virology (NIV) confirming that the virus was found in fruit bats captured in
Kozhikode. Out of the 51 Pteropus giganteus bats sampled by the NIV team from the Kozhikode
epicentre of the outbreak, 11 had genetic material from the Nipah virus.

Strongly indicated

These portions of the viral genome were detected through a test called Reverse Transcriptase
Polymerase Chain Reaction, and were 99.68% similar to the virus in patients, NIV Director
Devendra T. Mourya told The Hindu . This indicates strongly that the bats were the carriers in the
Kerala outbreak.

This is an “important, though not unexpected, finding,” Jonathan Epstein, an epidemiologist
studying the Nipah virus at the New York-based EcoHealth Alliance told The Hindu . But
researchers still don’t know how the bats transmitted the infection to humans. This information is
needed to prevent future outbreaks. In Bangladesh, which has seen multiple Nipah epidemics,
patients tend to acquire the infection from drinking raw date-palm sap. But date-palm sap is not
consumed in Kerala.

The new finding also highlights the urgent need to step up surveillance of animal reservoirs of
disease in India, such as bats and pigs.

The NIV recently found the Nipah virus in fruit bats in West Bengal and Assam, according to a
report published in March in the Indian Journal of Medical Research .

Wider surveillance

For the study, the researchers sampled 107 bats from Cooch Behar and Jaipaiguri districts in
West Bengal and Dhubri in Assam, all of which are close to Bangladesh, raising the probability
that the virus is circulating there. They found nine out of the 107 samples to be positive for the
virus. “This indicates that there are several States in India with the virus, which means we need
wider surveillance in animals,” said Arunkumar Govindakarnavar, a virologist who heads the
Manipal Centre for Virus Research, and wasn’t part of the NIV study.

Low viral load

But the researchers cautioned against bat culling in light of the NIV’s findings. In NIV’s
investigations, the number of virus particles in the bats, or viral load, was very low. This means the
possibility of a spillover to humans is extremely small.

“Even when viral load is high, direct bat-to-human transmission is very rare, unless you have a
scenario like Bangladesh, where people drink palm-sap. That’s why we had only one case of
infection from bats in Kozhikode,” said Dr. Arunkumar.
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HEFA to allot Rs. 1 lakh crore for education

The Union Cabinet on Wednesday permitted the Higher Education Funding Agency (HEFA) to
mobilise Rs. 1 lakh crore to fund research and academic infrastructure in higher educational
institutions by 2022. The funding will also be available to government-run schools Kendriya
Vidyalayas and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas.

“This will help build speedier infrastructure of new Kendriya Vidyalayas and Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalayas,” Minister of Human Resource Development Prakash Javadekar tweeted. “Indian
Institutes of Technology, National Institutes of Technology, Indian Institutes of Science Education
and Research, other Central universities and medical colleges will also get funds from the
agency.”

HEFA was set up last year as a non-banking financing company for mobilising extra-budgetary
resources.
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Opening up to the world: on internationalising higher education

Since Independence, the challenges of building a mass higher education system with inadequate
government funding has meant poor quality, increasing privatisation and politicisation. Excellence
is possible, as the IITs and IIMs show, although it is limited to a tiny segment of a system that
enrols 35 million students. In the past several years, there are indications that things are changing,
at least at the Central government level and at the top of the higher education system.

Towards innovation

The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF), implemented in 2016, is India’s first
government-supported ranking of colleges and universities. It may in the future guide government
financial support for higher education. It also provides the basis for differentiating among colleges
and universities, and forces participating institutions to submit data on critical areas, permitting
government to make key decisions. Unsurprisingly, there are allegations that a few private
institutions manipulate the process.

Two additional initiatives build on the idea of creating elite, globally competitive world-class
universities in India: the Institutions of Eminence (IoE) project and the Graded Autonomy project.
The IoE project will recognise 20 universities, 10 public and 10 private, and provide significant
government funds to the public institutions (no extra money to the privates) and give enhanced
autonomy for them. It is similar to many of the “excellence initiatives” common worldwide in
providing extra funding in return for innovative ideas to the winners. The Graded Autonomy
programme provides considerable freedom for academic, financial and administrative innovation
to the colleges and universities participating. Given the often stifling bureaucracy of higher
education, it will be a significant stimulus for innovation. Both public and private institutions are
involved.

Traditionally, colleges and universities have been restricted from deep international collaboration,
and there has been little emphasis on attracting international students — only 47,575 international
students study in India compared to the almost 400,000 in China. The Graded Autonomy
programme makes it easier to hire international faculty, traditionally very difficult to do. The new
Study in India initiative seeks to attract international students mainly from a group of African and
Asian countries, and is aimed at doubling India’s tiny share of global student mobility from 1% to
2%. India is moving towards signing a pact on mutual recognition of academic qualifications with
30 countries. Recently a government-to-government MoU was signed between India and France
to mutually recognise academic qualifications, a historic development.

Challenges

As always, the devil is in the detail. Upgrading 20 or more Indian universities to world-class quality
will be complex. It will also take time and consistent funding, probably at a scale beyond what is
envisaged in current plans. Further, greatly increased autonomy will be needed — and freedom
from the bureaucratic shackles of government is not easy to attain. Just as important as autonomy
are innovative ideas from the top universities themselves, of which there has been little evidence.
Releasing the imagination of Indian professors is necessary. Ensuring that universities have
imaginative leadership is also a key necessity. Carefully studying what has worked abroad may
also provide useful ideas. India has shown academic innovations over the years, but on a limited
scale and never in the comprehensive universities.

The national ranking initiative needs to be extended throughout the higher education system and
requires simplification. Overly complex arrangements must not get in the way of practical
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solutions.

Internationalisation is central to academic success in the 21st century — and India has been
notably weak. The inability in recent years to pass legislation relating to foreign branch campuses
and other relationships with overseas universities is an indication of the problem. The Study in
India initiative and proposals relating to relationships between Indian and foreign institutions are
useful beginnings. But more thinking must go into these ideas. For example, it is not enough to
focus on Asia and Africa and full degree programmes. Students and post-docs from Western
countries for shorter-term study are necessary to provide new ideas — such students will not be
attracted for degree study, but can be lured for other arrangements. India has the advantage of
using English as the main language of higher education.

Are Indian universities finally awakening to the challenges of the 21st century? At least several
innovative programmes, backed by government, are in the works. Implementing them effectively
remains the key challenge.

Philip G. Altbach is research professor and founding director of the Center for International Higher
Education at Boston College, U.S.
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Boost to Higher Education
Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)

Boost to Higher Education

Cabinet approves Revitalising Infrastructure and Systems in
Higher Education (RISE) by 2022  

Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA) scope expanded
to meet the rising financial requirements of educational
infrastructure in the country

Posted On: 04 JUL 2018 2:21PM by PIB Delhi

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has
approved the proposal for expanding the scope of Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA) by
enhancing its capital base to Rs. 10,000 crore and tasking it to mobilise Rs. 1,00,000 crore for
Revitalizing Infrastructure and Systems in Education (RISE) by 2022.

 

Details:

 

In order to expand this facility to all institutions, especially to the institutions set up after 2014,
Central Universities which have very little internal resources, and the school education/health
education infrastructure like AllMSs, Kendriya Vidyalayas, the CCEA has approved the following
five windows for financing under HEFA and the modalities of repaying the Principal portion of the
fund (interest continues to be serviced through Government grants in all these cases):

Technical Institutions more than  10 years old:  Repay the whole Principal Portion from the
internally generated budgetary resources.

1.

Technical Institutions started between 2008 and 2014: Repay 25% of the principal portion
from internal resources, and receive grant for the balance of the Principal portion.

2.

Central Universities started●

prior to 2014: Repay 10% of the principal portion from internal resources, and receive grant
for the balance of the Principal portion.

1.

Newly established   Institutions  (started   after   2014):   for   funding construction of
permanent campuses: Grant would be provided for complete servicing of loan including the

2.
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Principal and interest.
Other educational institutions and grant-in-aid institutions of Ministry of Health: All the newly
set up AIIMSs and other health institutions, the Kendriya Vidyalayas / Navodaya Vidyalayas
would be funded and the Department/Ministry concerned will give a commitment for
complete servicing of the principal and interest by ensuring adequate grants to the institution.

3.

 

The Cabinet has also permitted the HEFA to mobilise Rs 1,00,000 crore over the next 4 years till
2022 to meet the infrastructure needs of these institutions. The CCEA has also approved
increasing the authorized share capital of HEFA to Rs. 10,000 crore, and approved infusing
additional Government equity of Rs. 5,000 crore (in addition to Rs. 1,000 crore already provided)
in HEFA.

 

The CCEA has also approved that the modalities for raising money from the market through
Government guaranteed bonds and commercial borrowings would be decided in consultation with
the Department of Economic Affairs so that the funds are mobilized at the least cost.

 

This would enable addressing the needs of all educational institutions with differing financial
capacity in an inclusive manner.

 

This would enable HEFA to leverage additional resources from the market to supplement equity,
to be deployed to fund the requirements of institutions.  Government guarantee would eliminate
the risk factor in Bonds issue and attract investment in to this important national activity.

 

Background:

 

HEFA has been set up on 31st  May 2017 by the Central Government as a Non Profit, Non
Banking Financing Company (NBFC) for mobilising extra-budgetary resources for building crucial
infrastructure in the higher educational institutions under Central Govt. In the existing
arrangement, the entire principle portion is repaid by the institution over ten years, and the interest
portion is serviced by the Government by providing additional grants to the institution. So far,
funding proposals worth Rs. 2,016 crore have been approved by the HEFA.

*****

 AKT/VBA/SH
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Education is the most important tool for transformation of the society through enlightenment and
empowerment: Vice President
Vice President's Secretariat

Education is the most important tool for transformation of
the society through enlightenment and empowerment: Vice
President

Try to become job creators rather than becoming job
seekers;

Addresses Dr.B.R. Ambedkar Institute of Technology

Posted On: 05 JUL 2018 3:36PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M.Venkaiah Naidu has said that Education is the most
important tool for transformation of the society through enlightenment and
empowerment. Addressing the gathering at the Dr.B.R. Ambedkar Institute of
Technology in Port Blair today, he said that Indian higher education system needs to
reinvent itself to respond to the emerging challenges of a rapidly changing knowledge
economy.

The Vice President said that the ‘real education’ must foster all-round development of
students. It should lay equal emphasis on academic excellence and skills for self-
employment or gainful employment, he added.

Talking on the need to reorient teaching methods, syllabi and the learning processes to
meet the challenges of the globalized 21st century knowledge society, he called for
revamping the education system from KG to PG to make it more rigorous, effective and
quality- oriented. Emphasis should be there on developing a holistic personality and not
merely producing certificate holders, he added.

Stressing that students coming out of higher educational institutions must have
empathy, compassion and respect for elders and teachers, he said that they should not
only be tech-savvy and scholarly but more importantly, they should have unshakeable
integrity and honesty with strong ethical and moral values.

The Vice President said that there is a need to inculcate scientific temper and cultivate
a scientific outlook right from early childhood. Children should be made to learn through
hands-on experiments rather than focusing on rote-learning, he added.

The Vice President has advised students to become job creators rather than becoming
job seekers. He further advised the students to be creative, innovative and try to
explore unchartered territories and don’t be afraid of setbacks. Dedication, passion,
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commitment, hard work, discipline and perseverance will make realize your dreams and
achieve your goals, he added.

 

Following is the text of Vice President’s address:

 

“It gives me immense pleasure to interact with all of you and share my thoughts.

India has made rapid strides in various sectors since attaining Independence, including
the expansion of our higher education system.

Today more than 65 per cent of Indians are below the age of 35 years. India is
projected to be the youngest nation in the world by 2030 with nearly 140 million people
ready to enter the institutions of higher education.

We have in India nearly 800 universities are catering to the educational requirements of
lakhs of students across the country. One in every four graduates in the world will most
likely be a product of the Indian higher education system.

However, what we need to do is to improve the “quality” of higher education to leverage
the demographic dividend for nation-building.

The Indian higher education system needs to reinvent itself to respond to the emerging
challenges of a rapidly changing knowledge economy.

Our education system from KG to PG needs a thorough revamping to make it more
rigorous, effective and quality-oriented with emphasis on developing a holistic
personality and not merely producing certificate holders. Teaching methods, syllabi and
the learning processes need to be reoriented to meet the challenges of the globalized
21st century knowledge society.

The students coming out of our universities and colleges should no doubt be tech-
savvy and scholarly. But more importantly, they should have unshakeable integrity and
honesty with strong ethical and moral values. They should have empathy, compassion
and respect for elders and teachers.

In fact, India was known as ‘Vishwaguru’ in ancient times and knowledge-seekers from
all over the world used to come and study in the famous universities of that period like
Nalanda and Takshashila. We need to make India again the hub of cutting-edge
knowledge and innovation by vastly improving our standards of education and setting
new benchmarks.

For Indian educational institutions to make a mark in the technology-driven digital era,
we need to promote research in a big way. An ecosystem of innovation should be
created in our higher educational institutions by equipping them with modern
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laboratories. Universities and industry linkage needs to be strengthened and greater
investments have to be made into research-oriented projects with focus on solving
societal problems.

We need to inculcate scientific temper and cultivate a scientific outlook right from early
childhood. Children should be made to learn through hands-on experiments rather than
focusing on rote-learning. “I hear and I forget, I see and I remember, I do and I
understand’’, said the famous Chinese philosopher, Confucius.

As you all are aware, education is the most important tool for transformation of the
society through enlightenment and empowerment. The ‘real education’ must foster all-
round development of students. It should lay equal emphasis on academic excellence
and skills for self-employment or gainful employment.

Friends, India is the fastest growing large economy and you have abundant
opportunities. My advice to all of you is not to be mere job-seekers but try to become
job creators. Be creative, innovative and try to explore unchartered territories. Don’t be
afraid of setbacks. Dedication, passion, commitment, hard work, discipline and
perseverance will make realize your dreams and achieve your goals.

Educationists and policy-makers must look at the need for coming out with a roadmap
for the next 30-50 years with regard to the changing educational and employment
scenarios. What kind of professionals will be required in the next few decades and how
to reorient our education system to meet the future requirements?

I am happy to learn that the administration of Andaman & Nicobar Islands is providing
fairly good opportunities to the youth, who are around 1.1 lakhs of the nearly four lakh
population, to pursue higher education in the fields of medicine, engineering,
hospitality, maritime and law.

Although the opportunities for higher education for youth in these islands are quite
good, employment opportunities are very limited. Hence, the students continue to look
up to mainland India as potential area for employment.

In the last few years, the perception of our country has improved substantially all over
the world and these Islands being close to ASEAN countries, the students can also
look for employment opportunities in ASEAN region as well. This is only possible if the
educational standards of the students are of international quality.

We all know that the market has become very competitive and the demand for
innovative products is increasing day-by-day. I would advice all youth to develop a
mindset of handling multiple tasks simultaneously and possess skills in more than two
domains to meet contemporary global challenges.

Innovative and out-of-box thinking are needed to come out with path-breaking solutions
or products. As had been repeatedly exhorted by the former President, A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam, dream big, aim high and work with missionary zeal and unflappable
commitment to realize your dreams.
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Dear students and faculty members,

Knowledge has no boundaries and with the availability of digital learning resources, you
are now able to access resources from across the world much more easily than ever
before. Please make use of them fully and as you become more proficient, aim for
excellence. Don’t be complacent. Always strive hard to be among the best in the world.
That’s the approach the faculty and students should adopt. After all, not only in ancient
India but even in contemporary world, the best IT companies in the world have Indians
at the top. Like SatyaNadella of Microsoft or SundarPichai of Google and scores of
others who have made India proud. You must draw inspiration from them. 

Your institute is also named after an illustrious son of modern India who through his
extraordinary knowledge and hard work became an iconic figure who shaped our
constitution. Dr Ambedkar exemplifies the power of learning and the empowerment that
knowledge brings to our lives.

 

My best wishes to all of you for your future endeavours.

 

JAI HIND!”

***

AKT/BK/RK
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SC seeks plan to eradicate leprosy

The court said it would examine the action plan and pass judgment.  

The Supreme Court on Thursday directed the Centre to file a comprehensive action plan to ensure
eradication of leprosy, saying the ‘curable’ disease cannot be allowed to affect people.

A Bench comprising Chief Justice Dipak Misra and Justices A.M. Khanwilkar and D.Y.
Chandrachud said it would examine the action plan and pass judgement on the issue. Additional
Solicitor General Pinky Anand, appearing for the Centre, said the government was not taking an
‘adversarial’ stand on the PIL petition that had raised the important issue.

The Bench, while reserving its verdict, asked the parties to file written submissions by July 9 on a
PIL plea filed by advocate Pankaj Sinha alleging that the government was not taking adequate
steps to eradicate the disease.

The Bench was informed that Delhi, Andhra Pradesh and Chhattisgarh were leprosy-endemic
States and efforts were needed to eradicate the disease from these States.

The court had earlier rapped the authorities for their “apathy” towards eradicating leprosy from the
country, saying despite it being ‘curable’, the disease still remained a stigma.

Mr. Sinha, in his plea, has alleged that leprosy affects over 1.25 lakh people annually in the
country.“Despite an effective cure, namely Multi-Drug Therapy, which has been available since
1981, that can completely cure 99% of leprosy bacteria, due to apathy of the Government of India
and the State governments, people are still suffering from the said disease, which is treated as a
social stigma,” the petition said. It sought a direction to the governments that the drugs be made
available at primary health centres.
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Create leprosy awareness: SC

The court said it would examine the action plan and pass judgment.  

The Supreme Court on Thursday directed the government to constitute a separate wing devoted
to create and extend public awareness that leprosy is curable and not contagious.

A three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice of India Dipak Misra ordered All India Radio and
Doordarshan to air programmes nationally as well as regionally in the States.

Chief Justice Misra said it was the “primary duty of the state to erase the stigma against those
suffering from leprosy and nudge them back into the mainstream.”

The Chief Justice said there had to be “social awakening” to the fact that leprosy was curable and
not contagious, considering the advance made in modern medical science. Afflicted persons could
not be exposed to stigma which denuded them of basic human dignity.

Persons suffering from leprosy deserved the empathy from authorities as well as the society at
large. They deserved to be treated with equality, the Chief Justice noted.

Earlier, the court had asked the Centre and the States to remove references to leprosy as a
disability from statute books. It had noted that references to leprosy as a disability amounted to
“statutory stigma.”

Panchayat level

Stressing the need for awareness campaign right up to the ‘gram panchayat’ level, the Bench said
such measures would eventually help in eradicating the disease and ending ‘discrimination’ of
sufferers. Attorney General K.K. Venugopal said steps were being taken to repeal legal provisions
in laws which discriminated against leprosy patients.

(With PTI inputs)
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Academia irked by HECI move

There is growing resentment within the academic community over the Centre’s decision to scrap
the University Grants Commission and replace it with a Higher Education Commission of India
(HECI), which is likely to be without the grant-giving powers that the UGC possesses.

Opposition seems to be building up despite the Centre clarifying that the decision to shift the
UGC’s grant-giving power to the Human Resource Ministry is not final yet.

The grounds of opposition are varied, ranging from a lack of debate before the decision to the
government seeking to take upon itself the power to finance universities and the low presence of
professional academics in the proposed “bureaucrat-heavy” body.

The All India Federation of University and College Teachers’ Organisations (AIFUCTO), which has
its presence in 483 State universities, has decided to protest at all State headquarters on July 19,
followed by a protest outside Parliament on August 3, when the monsoon session will be on.

“The UGC is a body created by an Act of Parliament. The government should have first called for
a debate among academics and also in Parliament on how it should be improved, or to know
whether the stakeholders supported its winding up. But instead of setting in motion a debate, they
took the decision to scrap it and are now asking for suggestions,” AIFUCTO secretary-general
Arun Kumar told The Hindu . “They want suggestions, not a debate.”

‘Hurried’ decision

He questioned the decision to “hurriedly” decide to replace it with a new organisation less than a
year before the Lok Sabha elections.

“While the UGC Act mandated the commission ‘to inquire into the financial needs of universities’
and ‘allocate and disburse, out of the fund of the commission’ to the universities (under Section 12
of the UGC Act, 1956), now the Ministry has taken over the direct control over the allocations to be
made to the universities, which will clearly convert the universities into mere departments of the
government,” said a release from the Academics for Actions and Development (AAD). “This will
bring the universities under the strict and direct financial control of the MHRD. This shift in financial
control to the Ministry will be used for regimentation of knowledge.”

There is heightened social media activity in academic forums, with a critique of the draft Bill being
circulated to help people post their objections to the Centre.

The Ministry has taken direct control of the allocations to be made to the universities,
which will clearly convert the universities into government departments

The UGC is a body created by an Act of Parliament. The government should have first
called for a debate among academics and also in the Parliament as to how it should be
improved, or to know whether the stakeholders supported its winding up. They want
suggestions, not a debate

All India Federation of University and College Teachers' Organisations
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All Universities should teach various subjects including Science and Technology in their respective
mother tongues: Vice President
Vice President's Secretariat

All Universities should teach various subjects including
Science and Technology in their respective mother tongues:
Vice President

Students passing out of educational institutions should have
employable skills;

Education must build character, competence and capacity
besides promoting good conduct;

Gender sensitization must begin at home and continue in
Schools, Colleges and Universities;

Addresses Faculty and Students of Pondicherry University

Posted On: 06 JUL 2018 3:05PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has appealed all the Universities in the
country to teach various subjects including Science and Technology in their respective mother
tongues. H was addressing the Faculty and Students of Pondicherry University, in Puducherry
today. The Lt. Governor of Puducherry, Dr. Kiran Bedi, the Chief Minister of Puducherry, Shri V.
Narayanasamy and other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

The Vice President called for reorientation of teaching methods at educational institutions to bring
out the latent talents of the students and stressed on the need to turn universities into global
centres of excellence in innovation and research. He further said that higher educational
institutions must look closely into its own functioning and identify areas that require reform and
those that require transformation. We must also raise the productivity, efficiency and effectiveness
and make our processes more transparent, people-friendly and responsive to the needs of our
people we are serving, he added.

The Vice President highlighted on the need to fully tap the potential of the human capital by
ensuring that they have the knowledge and skills required for the 21st century world.  We must
ensure that there are enough opportunities for them to start new enterprises and generate new
jobs, he added.

The Vice President asked universities to have an onerous responsibility to create new courses and
improve the teaching learning processes to make the students ready to take on these challenges.
It is important that students passing out of the portals of our higher educational institutions must
possess employable skills, he added.
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Saying that education is an instrument for socio-economic transformation of the individuals and
the society at large, the Vice President said that it should bring out the best in man and lead to his
enlightenment and empowerment. He further said that the Education is the process of continuous
learning and does not end with the acquisition of a degree. It must inculcate strong moral and
ethical values and facilitate the holistic development of an individual. Education must build
character, competence and capacity besides promoting good conduct, he added.   

The Vice President said that the love for learning and quest for solutions needs to be an integral
part of every school and University system. He further said that there is a need to vastly improve
the quality of education in the Indian universities. The faculty must be constantly learning and help
students to access new resources and update the knowledge base, he added.

Following is the text of Vice President's address:

 

"I am delighted to interact with you all in this historic city and share my thoughts.

I am glad to know from your distinguished Vice Chancellor, Prof Gurmeet Singh, on the progress
you are collectively making on various fronts and the hard work being put in by each one of you to
shape this University into a centre of excellence.

As Chancellor of this University, I am happy that you have been ranked 13th in the All India
rankings by the MHRD in 2016. I noted with satisfaction that you were the first University in the
country to start a community college focused on skill development for enhancing employability. I
am also pleased that you are using IT extensively in the academic, research and administrative
functions of the University. I urge you to keep up the momentum. Please don’t let complacency set
in. Strive to be the best and keep innovating.

Today we are living in interesting times. India is emerging as a major world player economically.
We are in a transformational, aspirational India. In consonance with the Prime Minister’s call to
reform, perform and transform, each institution must look closely into its own functioning and
identify areas that require reform and those that require transformation. We must also raise the
productivity, efficiency and effectiveness and make our processes more transparent, people-
friendly and responsive to the needs of our people we are serving.

Indian economy, which is growing at more than 7 per cent, is poised to become the third largest
economy in the coming 10-15 years. As the economy transforms, the educational and job
opportunities for the youth are also bound to increase and the living standards of the people are
expected to improve further.

With the country having the unique advantage of a vast youth population, the need of the hour is
to fully tap the potential of the human capital by ensuring that they have the knowledge and skills
required for the 21st century world. Simultaneously, we must ensure that there are enough
opportunities for them to start new enterprises and generate new jobs.

While the government is already focusing on these two aspects through programmes like Skill
India and Start up India, Universities like yours have an onerous responsibility to create new
courses and improve the teaching learning processes to make the students ready to take on these
challenges.

Although, lakhs of students are passing out of the portals of our higher educational institutions
each year, majority of them are lacking employable skills.
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I appeal all the Universities in the country to teach various subjects including Science and
Technology in their respective mother tongues.

Education should bring out the best in man and lead to his enlightenment and empowerment. It is
an instrument for socio-economic transformation of the individuals and the society at large.
Education is the process of continuous learning and does not end with the acquisition of a degree.
Education must inculcate strong moral and ethical values and facilitate the holistic development of
an individual.  

Dear students,

My advice to all of you is to dream big and aim high. Think that the whole world of knowledge is
open to you. You master the basics well and move on to acquire higher competencies. Learning
must be fun, enjoyable. It must be a constant source of pleasure rather than being a drudgery and
a burden you feel like getting rid of.

Sri Aurobindo, the famous spiritual personality associated with Pondicherry, had stated that,

“To love to learn is the most precious gift that one can give to a child: to love to learn
always and everywhere, so that all circumstances, all happenings in life may be constantly
renewed opportunities for learning more and always more.”

This love for learning and quest for solutions is what needs to be an integral part of every school
and University system. As stated earlier, there is a need to vastly improve the quality of education
in the Indian universities. The faculty must be constantly learning and help students to access new
resources and update the knowledge base. In this context, it is worth recalling what Aurobindo, the
great thinker, saint and philosopher had to say about the process of teaching and learning. He had
said,

“The first principle of true teaching is that nothing can be taught. The teacher is not an
instructor or taskmaster; he is a helper and a guide. His business is to suggest and not to
impose. He does not actually train the pupil’s mind; he only shows him how to perfect his
instruments of knowledge and helps and encourages him in the process. He does not
impart knowledge to him; he shows him how to acquire knowledge for himself.”

We should reorient our teaching in a way that it brings out the latent talents of the students. We
need to turn our universities into global centres of excellence in innovation and research. Like in
ancient times when India was known as ‘Vishwaguru’, our universities must attract knowledge-
seekers from all over the world.  To achieve this, the professional competence of teachers has to
be enhanced in a significant manner.

Universities are expected to not only provide quality education, but more importantly develop
global citizens equipped to deal with contemporary challenges in a competent manner.

Education must build character, competence and capacity besides promoting good conduct.

An important aspect that I would like to touch upon in the current context is the need for gender
sensitization. Some of the recent incidents of crime against women are shameful and a matter of
serious concern. We all have to act collectively to raise awareness against discrimination of the
girl child.

There should be renewed focus on gender equality and safety of women. And this gender
sensitization must begin at home and continue in schools, colleges and Universities.
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Dear students,

You have an opportunity to study in one of the premier institutions of higher learning in our
country. Make full use of your opportunities available here. Look at the opportunities in the wider
world as well.

The “world of learning” and the “world of work” are changing at a very fast pace.

You need to be adept and adaptable, agile and innovative.

The education, knowledge and the skills you have acquired all these years must be used to
transform the world through disruptive innovations and make it a better place for living.

Gandhiji had said once, “Healthy discontent is the prelude to progress.” Please cultivate the
spirit of creative dissatisfaction. Innovation is born of this creative dissatisfaction.

While keeping abreast with the modern day trends and changes, you must not forget your roots.

Please remember that you are inheritors of a great culture.

It is a culture that has valued knowledge.

It is a culture that has held scholars in high esteem.

It is a culture that believed that we must learn from the best minds from across the world.

Try to get a glimpse into our ancient treasures, nuggets of wisdom, of which there are quite a large
number. They have gems of wisdom and give you the illumination when you are in a dilemma as
to which path of action is better. These give you the foundation for ethical behavior and enable you
to take decisions that are good for you as well those around you. Be pro-active global citizens with
a strong Indian roots. I recall what Mahatma Gandhi had said:

“I do not want my house to be walled in on all sides and my windows to be stuffed. I want
the cultures of all the lands to be blown about my house as freely as possible. But I refuse
to be blown off my feet by any.”

You must keep these words in mind as you create your individual identity. You must aim to absorb
the good thoughts from wherever they come. You must actually look for these noble ideas and
build on them.

I once again thank the Vice Chancellor for giving this opportunity to visit the University and learn
about the good work being done by all of you. I hope with your efforts, this University will rise to
greater heights. I wish you all the very best in your endeavor.

Jai Hind!"

***

AKT/BK/RK
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IGIB find ways to reduce TB’s tissue-damaging effects

Foamy macrophages show more inflammatory response than normal ones, say Sheetal Gandotra
(left) and Neetika Jaisinghani.  

It is generally believed that TB bacteria make the host cells accumulate triglyceride and become
lipid-rich as bacteria prefer lipids for their nutrition. Now, using human macrophage cells
researchers at the Institute of Genomic and Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB) have shown that when
TB-infected macrophages undergo necrosis (where the cell ruptures when it dies) lipids and
bacteria contained in the cells are released. The neighbouring cells — both healthy and TB-
infected — take up the lipids thus leading to lipid accumulation.

“Our study brings a new facet to the way the field has been thinking about pathogenesis where it
was believed that because the bacteria prefer lipids for their nutrition, they make the host cell
become lipid-rich. Our work points to the relevance of the incident pathology — necrosis in a
granuloma result in the development of lipid-rich foamy macrophages [presence of cells with large
lipid-filled vacuoles],” says Dr. Sheetal Gandotra from the Cardio Respiratory Disease Biology Unit
at IGIB and corresponding author of a paper published in the journal Frontiers in Immunology.

The ability to induce necrosis is peculiar to virulent TB bacteria. The avirulent Mycobacterium
bovis strain used in BCG vaccine is unable to cause necrosis; it triggers a programmed cell death
(apoptosis) instead. Like the BCG strain, TB mutants that lack the capacity to induce necrosis also
lack the associated capacity to induce necrosis-induced triglyceride accumulation in neighbouring
cells.

When macrophages encounter TB bacteria they mount an inflammatory response wherein certain
factors are secreted to help recruit other cells of the immune system to kill the bacteria. “For the
first time we reported that foamy macrophages showed more inflammatory response than normal
macrophages,” says Dr. Neetika Jaisinghani from IGIB and first author of the paper. As a result of
the inflammatory response more macrophages are recruited to the site of infection thus exposing
them to infection.

“So it sets off a positive feed-forward loop such that the inflammatory response gets amplified,”
says Dr. Gandotra.

To understand the role of excess lipids in host defence strategies, the researchers added
uninfected necrotic cells to macrophages that were not infected with TB bacteria. Even these
healthy macrophages stored lipids from the dying cells in the form of triglycerides. The
macrophages were foamy but not infected. “These macrophages did not show any inflammation till
such time they were infected with TB bacteria,” says Dr. Gandotra.

Human blood monocyte-derived macrophages, too, showed increased inflammatory response
when triglyceride accumulation was increased. Central to the storage of triglycerides in
macrophages is the DGAT1 enzyme (diacylglycerol o-acyltransferase). When the DGAT1 gene is
silenced in the macrophage cell lines, the macrophages’ ability to accumulate triglycerides is
compromised.

“Our studies show that macrophages made to store triglyceride in response to necrosis are able to
mount a higher level of the inflammatory response, and if we deplete the levels of the DGAT1
enzyme, the inflammatory response of these macrophages to infection is suppressed,” Dr.
Gandotra says. “Inhibitors are available against this enzyme and we plan to undertake preclinical
studies.”
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While the ability of the host to inhibit TB infection might not be compromised, the tissue-damaging
effects of inflammation may be reduced by inhibiting the ability of the macrophages to accumulate
lipids. “The work brings out the importance of the role of host lipid metabolism in increasing
inflammation by foamy cells during infection, thereby bringing metabolism into perspective as a
potential target for TB therapy,” Dr. Gandotra says.

“Currently, all anti-TB drugs are antimicrobials and don’t help in improving the respiratory health of
TB patients, which is compromised. We are hoping that our research may help in finding a
promising target to reduce inflammation in TB patients,” says Dr. Jaisinghani.

The role of lipids in altering the immune state in non-infectious metabolic disorders such as obesity
is well known. But this study for the very first time reports the role of triglyceride metabolism in
altering the immune state during infection.

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!

Please enter a valid email address.

India had 1.93 higher-than-predicted ratio of papers containing image duplication
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High on atmospherics: dealing with Punjab's drug problem

During the campaign for the Punjab Assembly elections last year, Amarinder Singh, then the
Congress’s chief ministerial candidate, had pledged to eradicate the State’s drug problem within
four weeks of coming to power. Given the complexity of the issue, hardly anyone took his pledge
seriously but it did convey his concern. After coming to power, Capt. Singh took little time to set up
a Special Task Force (STF) to tackle the problem. The STF claimed to have arrested about 15,000
drug peddlers. It also claimed that the supply line of drugs had been choked.

Cascading problems

However, with the tightening of supply chains, many turned to cheaper and spurious drugs. The
last one month witnessed a spurt in deaths due to overdose or usage of spurious drugs. Although
the government maintains that there were only two such incidents, the local media reported over
25 deaths during the period. The subsequent outcry has triggered knee-jerk reactions by the State
government.

The Punjab Cabinet has asked the Centre to amend the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act of 1985 to include the death penalty for even first-time offenders. It
followed this up with a declaration that all 3.4 lakh government employees would have to undergo
a dope test.

The recommendation of the death penalty for first-time offenders in NDPS cases is a dangerous
overreaction. Currently there are about 15,000 convicts and undertrials in jails. Most have been
booked for carrying minuscule quantities of drugs or banned substances. Besides, the courts have
already described as unconstitutional an amendment introduced in 2001 providing death penalty
for repeat offenders under the NDPS Act. The Act was amended in 2014 to remove the provision.

Even before the ink dried on the proposal sent to the Centre, the State government came out with
the absurd announcement that all its employees would be put through a dope test. This
degenerated into a farce when demands were put forth to the Cabinet, including the Chief
Minister, through a dope test.

For one, the test cannot establish whether a person is an addict or not. The test can only confirm
the presence of narcotics in samples. For instance, a regular user of heroin may test negative if he
or she has abstained for three-four days. In any case, there has never been any allegation that a
significant number of government employees are drug addicts.

The government is clearly aiming at the wrong target. It is well-known that the vast majority of drug
addicts are unemployed youth. It is this segment of youth who need to be targeted for proactive
and preventive measures. This can be done by involving volunteers and elders from localities and
villages. Families and teachers need to be put through counselling to identify potential victims and
to watch for early signs of trouble. Such action requires an understanding of the situation, sincerity
and patience.

Need for a survey

Shockingly, for a State that is well-known for substance abuse, there is no empirical study on the
extent of the problem. The previous Akali Dal-led government remained in denial, claiming that
Punjab’s youth were being “defamed”. Now in the Opposition, the party is blaming the Congress
government for its failure to contain the problem. Some surveys have been conducted with small
sample sizes. What is needed is a extensive survey and a well-thought-out strategy to tackle the
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problem.

The problem also lies in the poor handling of drug-related cases by police and prosecution
agencies. This was brought to the notice of Capt. Singh by a High Court judge last week when he
was appearing in an election-related case. The judge said she would take the opportunity of the
presence of the Chief Minister in the court to point out that challans were being presented in drug
cases even when crucial forensic reports were pending, and added that false drug cases were on
the rise. An embarrassed Chief Minister said he would personally look into the issue.

Punjab has gone through several periods of crisis, including militancy during the 1980s and 1990s
when thousands of lives were lost, and is currently in danger of losing too many youngsters to
drugs. It requires sensitive handling rather than knee-jerk reactions which can be
counterproductive.

Vipin Pubby is a Chandigarh-based journalist

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!
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This refers to the tendency to form friendships and other forms of interpersonal relationships with
people we come across often in our daily lives.
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Government declares 6 educational ‘Institutions of Eminence’ ; 3 Institutions from Public Sector
and 3 from Private Sector shortlisted
Ministry of Human Resource Development

Government declares 6 educational ‘Institutions of
Eminence’ ; 3 Institutions from Public Sector and 3 from
Private Sector shortlisted

Each ‘Public Institution’ selected as ‘Institution of Eminence’
will get financial assistance up to Rs. 1000 Crore over a
period of five years

The landmark decision will help the selected Institutions to
become World Class Educational Institutions: Shri Prakash
Javadekar

Posted On: 09 JUL 2018 8:03PM by PIB Delhi

The Government has shortlisted Six Institutions of Eminence (IoEs)  including 3 from Public Sector
and 3 from Private Sector. An Empowered Expert Committee (EEC) in its report recommended
selection of 6 institutions (3 from public sector and 3 from private sector) as Institutions of
Eminence. The details of these Institutions are as under:

Public Sector: (i) Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, Karnataka; (ii) Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay, Maharashtra; and (iii) Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi.

Private Sector: (i) Jio Institute (Reliance Foundation), Pune under Green Field Category; (ii) Birla
Institute of Technology & Sciences, Pilani, Rajasthan; and (iii) Manipal Academy of Higher
Education, Manipal, Karnataka.

The HRD Minister, Shri Prakash Javadekar has said that this is a landmark decision and goes far
beyond graded autonomy. It will ensure complete autonomy to the selected institutions and
facilitate them to grow more rapidly. At the same time, they will get more opportunity to scale up
their operations with more skills and quality improvement so that they become World Class
Institutions in the field of education, the Minister added.

It is expected that the above selected Institutions will come up in top 500 of the world ranking in 10
years and in top 100 of the world ranking eventually overtime. To achieve the top world ranking,
these Institutions shall be provided with greater autonomy  to admit foreign students up to 30% of
admitted students; to recruit foreign faculty upto 25% of faculty strength; to offer online courses
upto 20% of its programmes; to enter into academic collaboration with top 500 in the world ranking
Institutions without permission of UGC; free to fix and charge fees from foreign students without
restriction; flexibility of course structure in terms of number of credit hours and years to take a
degree; complete flexibility in fixing of curriculum and syllabus, among others.

Each public Institution selected as ‘Institution of Eminence’ will get financial assistance up to Rs.
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1000 Crore over the period of five years under this scheme.

The Finance Minister in his budget speech 2016 had announced that “It is our commitment to
empower Higher Educational Institutions to help them become world class teaching and research
institutions. An enabling regulatory architecture will be provided to ten public and ten private
institutions to emerge as world-class Teaching and Research Institutions. This will enhance
affordable access to high quality education for ordinary Indians. A detailed scheme will be
formulated”.

Accordingly, the Government / UGC approved the scheme of providing Regulatory Architecture for
setting up / upgrading of 20 Institutions (10 from public sector & 10 from private sector) as world
class teaching and research institutions called as ‘Institutions of Eminence’. The Regulatory
Architecture has been provided in the form of UGC (Declaration of Government Institutions as
Institutions of Eminence) Guidelines, 2017 for public Institutions and UGC (Institutions of
Eminence Deemed to be Universities) Regulations, 2017 for private Institutions.

Under this scheme, 114 applications (74 from public sector & 40 from private sector) were
received in the Ministry for selection of IoEs. In order to select the Institutions as IoEs, an
Empowered Expert Committee (EEC) comprising of Shri N. Gopalaswami (Chairman), Prof. Tarun
Khanna, Prof. Pritam Singh & Smt. Renu Khatore was formed. All the Institutions/sponsoring
organizations have made presentations before the EEC during 2nd April, 2018 to 8th May, 2018.
The Committee in its report recommended selection of only 6 institutions (3 from public sector and
3 from private sector) as Institutions of Eminence.

*****
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Sports should be made as a compulsory subject in Schools and Colleges: Vice President
Vice President's Secretariat

Sports should be made as a compulsory subject in Schools
and Colleges: Vice President

Coordinated efforts needed to encourage children to take up
sports as a regular profession;

Look into the option of Public Private Partnerships for
building sports infrastructure and its maintenance;

Lays foundation stones for Multipurpose Indoor Hall,
Swimming Pool and SAI Girls Hostel

Posted On: 06 JUL 2018 8:10PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that sports should be made as a
compulsory subject in Schools and Colleges and extra marks should be given in Examinations and
there should also be a quota for employment for Sport Persons. He was addressing the gathering
after laying foundation stones for Multipurpose Indoor Hall, Swimming Pool and SAI Girls Hostel,
in Puducherry today. The Lt. Governor of Puducherry, Dr. Kiran Bedi, the Chief Minister of
Puducherry, Shri V. Narayanasamy, the Sports Minister, Puducherry, Shri Malladi Krishna Rao
and other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

The Vice President said that children and youth as well all human beings have a right to physical
education and sport. He further said that this has to be recognized and action has to be taken to
realize this vital requirement for a good quality life. Sports and games are an important part of our
lives and they improve our physical fitness, improve our cognitive abilities and in the case of team
games, enhance our social skills, he added.

The Vice President said that participating in games and various sports will improve the
concentration levels of an individual, promote the concept of team work and help in developing an
attitude of stoicism, which is essential to accept defeat without any sense of bitterness, ill-will or
grudge.

The Vice President expressed concern over lack of emphasis on physical activity in schools and
said that it is quite worrisome that there has been a mushrooming of a significantly large number
of schools and colleges without playgrounds.

Saying that country of 130 crores should not fall short of talent in major sporting events, the Vice
President called for coordinated efforts of society, schools and governments to encourage children
to take up sports as a regular profession.   Conduct of regular sports festivals and tournaments at
all levels must be encouraged to recognise and reward the young talent, he added.

Underlining the lack of sports infrastructure in the country, Vice President highlighted on the need
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to build or develop state of the art sports infrastructure in India. He further said that may be it is
time for entering into Public Private Partnerships for building sports infrastructure and its
maintenance. Wherever possible, the sports infrastructure can be used for exhibitions, seminars
and conferences, he added.

Following is the text of Vice President's address:

"I am delighted to be with all of you for the three events connected with the development of sports
in Puducherry.

Sports and games are an important part of our lives. They improve our physical fitness, improve
our cognitive abilities and in the case of team games, enhance our social skills.

We learn how to work in teams, how to focus and improve our competence and how to enjoy a
game for sheer pleasure as well as sometimes play to win. Participating in games and various
sports will improve the concentration levels of an individual, promote the concept of team work and
help in developing an attitude of stoicism, which is essential to accept defeat without any sense of
bitterness, ill-will or grudge.

It improves the general quality of life. It also assists in developing the habit of obedience,
discipline, the determination to win and enhance willpower. Regular participation in games or
sports will also enable a person to develop a sense of determination. Eventually, a good sports
person can become a good leader too as sports also inculcates leadership qualities.

I would like to recall the ancient saying:  “A sound mind in a sound body”, underscoring the link
between physical exercise and mental equilibrium.
It is evident that a healthy and strong body is not possible without sports and physical activities
and we cannot aspire to become a wealthy nation without being a healthy nation.
Sisters and brothers,

The most worrying trend in current education system is the neglect of this important aspect of
child’s development. There is hardly any emphasis on physical activity and, in many cases, there
is no time allocated to sports and games. It is quite worrisome that there has been a mushrooming
of a significantly large number of schools and colleges without playgrounds. Any number of
schools and colleges are operated without any place for children and students to play sports. This
unhealthy trend has to be stopped and the States must not allow the mushrooming of such
institutions.

UNESCO had initially come out with the - International Charter of Physical Education and Sports,
1978 and revised it in 2015 amending in tune with modern day requirements and changing
lifestyles.
It states that “Every human being has a fundamental right of access to physical education
and sport, which are essential for the full development of his personality. The freedom to
develop physical, intellectual and moral powers through physical education and sport must
be guaranteed both within the educational system and in other aspects of social life”
Along with the right to education, children and youth as well all human beings have a right to
physical education and sport. This has to be recognized and action has to be taken to realize this
vital requirement for a good quality life.

Changing lifestyles, food habits and lack of physical activity will have an adverse impact on
youngsters and make them susceptible to various ailments. Lack of physical activity can increase
the risk of obesity and health-related problems in adolescents.
Already we are seeing the trend of increasing BMI among many children, which is a worrisome
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aspect.
Our present education system must undergo a systematic review and physical education and
sports should be given the importance they deserve.

Sports should be made as a compulsory subject in Schools and Colleges and extra marks should
be given in Examinations. There should also be a quota for employment for Sport Persons.

Every school must have a dedicated time for students to play. Wherever there are no grounds, a
ground pooling mechanism must be adopted to utilise the space available in different schools,
colleges or institutions. The curriculum should include sports, games and physical health
education for the all-round development of the students.

I recall the ancient Indian saying that said that taking care of the body, staying fit and maintaining
good health is the first step towards achievement of all other goals. This is more relevant today
than ever.

With changes in lifestyle that provide very little opportunities for physical activities, there is a big
need to spread awareness about outdoor sports and games. Not only awareness but we have to
have adequate and affordable access to these facilities.

This is what the Government of Puducherry has done through the three projects being launched
today. I compliment the Chief Minister and his team for taking up these activities with the help from
Government of India. They are going to be valuable additions to the sports infrastructure in this
union territory and give the necessary boost to sports in the years to come.

I am glad that the Government has launched the Khelo India programme to revive the sports
culture and make India a leading sporting nation. It can be achieved if all stakeholders - from
institutions to authorities and sportspersons work with dedication and missionary zeal.
Apart from facilitating the setting up of Sports Academies and ensuring nutritious food to
sportspersons, both the centre and states must earmark higher funds to sports.
The society must recognise the importance of sports and encourage children to take up sports as
a regular profession. Conduct of regular sports festivals and tournaments at all levels must be
encouraged to recognise and reward the young talent. A country of 130 crores should not fall short
of talent in major sporting events. Sachin Tendulkar, P. V. Sindhu, Saina Nehwal, Mary Kom, Dipa
Karmakar and Sania Mirza to name a few have brought laurels to the country and inspired lakhs of
youth. We need to provide adequate opportunities to the youth and facilitate identification and
nurturing of their talents.
We need to do more than what we are doing right now to increase our stature at world events.

It is very interesting to note what the Swami Vivekananda, the iconic saint-philosopher and the
greatest exponent of Advaita philosophy had to say about the importance of sports and physical
well being. He had said, “First of all, our young men must be strong. Religion will come
afterwards. Be strong, my young friends; that is my advice to you. You will be nearer to
Heaven through football than through the study of the Gita. These are bold words; but I
have to say them, for I love you”.

There is clearly an imperative need to ensure action on this basic building block of national
development.

There is a need to build or develop state of the art sports infrastructure in India. In this aspect,
states have a crucial role to play as allocating land for building sports infrastructure is in their
domain.
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May be it is time for entering into Public Private Partnerships for building sports infrastructure and
its maintenance. Wherever possible, the sports infrastructure can be used for exhibitions,
seminars and conferences.
We need to take advantage of the emerging business model of the sports industry in the world and
develop a workable revenue model.
According to a report by Forbes magazine, world sports industry is set to reach $73.5 billion by
2019.

Various sporting events have proved that there is an opportunity for private players to make good
investments to encourage traditional and modern sports.
A time-bound, outcome oriented approach on sports development with the Government, Industry
and people’s participation can give rich dividends. It can also create employment opportunities for
players, coaches, managers and allied businesses. We need to develop good human capital to
promote sports in a big way and make India a sporting superpower in the years to come. I do hope
the Khelo India programme of Government of India as well as the excellent initiatives taken by
states and union territories like Puducherry will be implemented expeditiously and sincerely so that
the citizens derive timely benefits.

I wish the Government of Puducherry all the very best in its efforts to give the necessary fillip to
sports in the union territory.

Jai Hind!"

***
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Govt. seeks help to end manual scavenging

In a bid to eliminate the need for manual scavenging, the Centre on Wednesday launched a
challenge asking innovators, NGOs, research institutions, companies and cities to propose
technology and business solutions to clean urban sewers and septic tanks without human entry.

The challenge will be part of the Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention to be held
on October 18 this year, according to an official statement from the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs. The objectives are to identify technological and business process innovations, endorse
viable business models and pilot test shortlisted technologies and solutions in select project cities.

Activists working with manual scavengers expressed some scepticism about the proposal. The
machines to clean sewers and septic tanks are already available globally, but they need to be
adapted to Indian conditions, and the government needs to show the political will to use the
technology on the ground, they said.

“By asking individuals, companies and NGOs to submit proposals for an award, the government is
washing its hands of its responsibilities,” said Bezwada Wilson, national convener of the Safai
Karamchari Andolan.

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

www.thehindu.com 2018-07-12

Internet benefiting rural China

One step ahead:Primary school students using virtual reality headsets in a classroom in Hunan
province of China.Reuters  

China became the biggest gaming market in the world early last year, accounting for more than a
quarter of the total gaming revenue globally. But it is much more than games and fun in the vast
country where Internet is playing a big role in rural transformation with over 55 million students in
rural schools getting access to live streaming classes.

According to the China Internet Report 2018 , released at the RISE international tech conference
currently on here, local governments in China spend 8% of their annual budgets on digitisation of
education. Nearly 78 million rural users read news from three primary news apps at least once a
month and 50% of China’s poor villages will be equipped with e-commerce capabilities by 2020.

China’s Internet penetration is just over 50%, much lower than the 89% penetration in the U.S.,
but the country’s sheer size and scale of Internet use has meant that there are three times the
number of smartphone users and 11 times the number of mobile payment gateway users in China
than in the U.S. With a user base of roughly 210 million, China is discovering the value of internet
in the development of e-commerce, education and media in the rural expanses.

The 100-page report says that about 2,100 Taoboo villages would soon account for 4,90,000
active online shops, which would translate into $19 million annual sales, creating 1.3 million jobs.
Internet giants such as Baidu, Alibaba and Tencent are present in almost every tech sector, from
streaming videos to self-driving cars.

According to the report, online shopping giants are going offline, allowing shoppers to scan
product information with smartphones or use smart cards that guide them to their tastes. Users
thus can place orders from their apps and have groceries delivered to their doors.

This writer is

currently in Hong Kong attending RISE 2018.
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Aadhaar must for health mission cover

The government has mandated the use of Aadhaar card for administering its massive Ayushman
Bharat, or National Health Mission, that assures a Rs. 5 lakh health cover to 10 crore families.

While possessing an Aadhaar card isn’t mandatory to avail services, a proof of enrolment, or
request for enrolment, is mandatory. The Ayushman Bharat is scheduled to roll out this August.

“…A beneficiary eligible for receiving the benefits under the Scheme shall be required to furnish
proof of possession of Aadhaar number or undergo Aadhaar authentication…Any beneficiary
desirous of availing the benefits under the Scheme, who is not yet enrolled for Aadhaar, shall have
to apply for Aadhaar by 31st March 2019 provided she or he is entitled to obtain Aadhaar,” says a
notification by the Health Ministry on July 4.

“...Provided that till the time Aadhaar is assigned to the individuals, benefits under the Scheme
shall be given to such individuals, subject to the production of the following documents, namely:–

(a) (i) if he or she or has enrolled, his or her Aadhaar Enrolment ID slip; or

(ii) a copy of his or her request made for Aadhaar enrolment and…(one) of a Bank Passbook,
Voter id, etc.,” the notification specifies.

Those having trouble verifying biometrics will have the option of getting “face recognition,” a
technology that is yet to see the light of day. If nothing works, the patients will be required to get
the QR code scanned on their enrolment letter.
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High on rhetoric: on Punjab's drug menace

It has taken Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh over a year and a half to launch his
much-anticipated war on drugs. This he did on July 4 by ordering mandatory drug tests for all
government employees, including the police. While this is welcome, even if belated, it is a very
small and insubstantial measure towards curbing the pervasive drug menace. For someone who
promised to wipe out drugs from the State within a month of being elected, the conduct of
annual drug tests on some 3.25 lakh employees is a piece of tokenism. More steps are needed;
less missteps, too. The decision of the Punjab Cabinet to recommend the death penalty to drug-
peddlers is an example of the latter. Capital punishment is abhorrent. Given that there is evidence
that suggests it is also no guarantee of deterring crime, this is more of an empty signal. What is
required is a comprehensive war on drugs fought on several fronts, including interventions in the
community to spread awareness and foster a culture against the use of drugs. The challenges
faced by the State are huge. Estimates vary but by some accounts as many as two-thirds of all
households in Punjab have a drug addict in their midst. Punjab’s prisons are overcrowded with
drug-users and peddlers, and its streets and farms witness the easy availability of narcotics and
opiates. Last year the government arrested 18,977 peddlers and treated some two lakh addicts.
The sheer extent of the problem suggests it is more than just a few profiteers that have been
responsible for causing this menace or helping to sustain it. Something of this scale required a
wide network, a well-oiled and smoothly run machinery that has the secret support and
collaboration of at least a few of those who work in government.

High on atmospherics: dealing with Punjab's drug problem

Given the geography, the drugs, whether it is opium or heroin, make an easy and assisted
entrance into Punjab from the Golden Crescent (Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan), and synthetic drugs
are thought to come in via Himachal Pradesh. That means those guarding Punjab’s 553-km border
with Pakistan must take serious steps to plug the inflow. The Central security forces are obviously
beyond the control of Amarinder Singh. Therefore, security-planners in New Delhi have to make
sure that the border is properly barred to the flow of narcotic substances. This is a national
problem as a substantial portion of the drugs that land in Punjab make their way to the rest of the
country. Given the links between drugs and terror, this poses a national security threat. Then there
are the politicians. The previous Akali Dal-BJP alliance had also promised to drain Punjab’s vast
drug swamp. The political class has a critical role to play in winning the war on drugs. It is not
enough that politicians merely line up to have themselves tested for drugs to win political brownie
points. They need to put the State and the nation above self-serving political ends and agree that
this battle must be fought in concrete ways, going beyond photo-ops and sound-bites.

Sign up to receive our newsletter in your inbox every day!

Please enter a valid email address.

The U.S. policy of separating children from undocumented migrant parents is cruel
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Traffickers, peddlers, mules or users?

At a Cabinet meeting on July 2, the Punjab government recommended to the Union government
the death penalty for first time offenders convicted for drug trafficking and smuggling. But the
assumption that harsher measures can help deal with the State’s drug problem is flawed.
Deterrence by harsh punishments has consistently failed, especially in the context of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 (NDPS Act).

High rate of conviction

The law on drugs is covered by the NDPS Act. The Act’s primary objective is to deter drug
trafficking. It uses every trick in the book to achieve this: strict liability offences, mandatory
minimum sentences, even the death penalty for certain repeat offences, to name a few. The
system has responded to the law by maintaining a high rate of conviction and imprisonment. In
2015, 41.7% of all prisoners in Punjab were in jail for various offences related to this law. The
conviction rate recorded for NDPS cases in Patiala for the same year was 90.7%. The
comparative conviction rate under the Indian Penal Code was 30.7%. But Punjab continues to be
plagued by drug-related deaths, as recently as June when 23 persons died of drug-related causes.

The death penalty was introduced in the Act in 1989, to deter narco-terrorism. The legislators even
at that time believed that the only way to tackle the growing drug menace was to incorporate the
harshest possible punishments in the law. The law also provides a mandatory minimum sentence
of 10 years for offences involving commercial quantities of drugs. This determination is based on
the assumption that people found with commercial quantities of drugs are drug traffickers.

But there’s a catch. An executive notification passed by the Department of Revenue in 2009 led to
a major change in how commercial quantities under the Act were determined, creating a situation
where many offences involving commercial quantity were, in fact, not trafficking offences at all.
This notification assigns punishment based on the weight of the whole drug and not just pure
content. As a result, sentencing in pharmaceutical drug cases changed drastically across Punjab.
A case in Patiala where unauthorised possession of 20 bottles of cough syrup led to a 10-year
prison sentence drives home this claim. Thus, given how the law in interpreted, it is hard to say
whether the people imprisoned are traffickers, peddlers, mules or users.

The law also seeks deterrence through strict liability provisions. Under the law, proving possession
alone is sufficient, the prosecution does not have to prove intent to lead to conviction. Since intent
is harder to prove than a criminal act alone, strict liability ensures higher convictions. This has,
predictably, led to another predicament. The police in Punjab follow a template charge-sheet
format, just to prove possession. They rarely, if ever, examine the intent of the criminal act. The
way investigation is conducted right now, it is impossible to tell whether the person is a peddler or
smuggler, or an addict feeding his habit.

Playing to the gallery

The Cabinet’s proposal to make the law even harsher is an attempt to play to the gallery. It may
alleviate people’s concerns for the time being, but it will not yield the results the state as well as its
people so desperately seek. Instead, the law and the state need to take the opposite approach. To
begin with, to ensure that traffickers are caught instead of users, the law must make intent an
ingredient of offences under the NDPS Act. The burden of proof should be on the prosecution to
prove that the accused possessed the drug for a particular purpose. Possession alone should not
be sufficient to constitute an offence under the Act.
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The Act is also blatantly unforgiving of anyone found in possession of any drug. Section 27 of the
Act makes consuming any narcotic drug or psychotropic substance a criminal offence.
Criminalising addiction stigmatises it, which automatically inhibits addicts from coming forward for
treatment. The state should consider decriminalising addiction and developing an effective
treatment strategy by consulting experts, partner agencies and users, and allocating adequate
resources. The Punjab government must assess its infrastructural needs and ensure that they are
met.

Neha Singhal is with the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy
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This refers to the tendency to form friendships and other forms of interpersonal relationships with
people we come across often in our daily lives.
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The problems with the HECI draft Bill

The draft Higher Education Commission of India (Repeal of University Grants Commission
Act) Bill, 2018 (HECI), aims to replace a historical statutory body, the UGC; push for more
government control; and stifle critical thinking on campuses. As the education system is the most
potent instrument for shaping a country’s future, and given India’s massive youth population,
reframing the education system in a manner that will reflect the government’s agenda is clearly
imperative for it.

No time to discuss

That the government is in a hurry to pass this Bill in Parliament is reflected in the fact that Human
Resource Development Minister Prakash Javadekar gave merely 10 days to stakeholders to
submit their feedback on the Bill (the last date was July 7). This is worrying and definitely not the
way a massive reform such as this should be deliberated.

Mr. Javadekar argues that the draft Bill is in accordance with the government’s commitment to
reform the regulatory mechanism to provide “more autonomy” to higher education institutes. He
believes that the HECI will cater to the changing priorities of higher education. The UGC, it is
argued, is preoccupied with disbursing funds and is unable to concentrate on mentoring higher
education institutes, focus on research, and implement other quality measures required in the
education sector. So, the HECI will focus solely on academic matters while grants will be issued
by the Ministry.

The argument is perplexing as what is expected of the higher education system as envisaged by
Mr. Javadekar can very well be done by the UGC. To do so, the UGC needs to be restructured in
a manner that will ensure that its autonomy is strengthened without any scope for patronage
politics and political interference. However, no such restructuring has been attempted, taking into
account the UGC’s founding goals, achievements, shortcomings and the reasons for such
shortcomings.

Instead, as the HECI draft Bill is already up on the Ministry’s website, it is important to dwell upon
at least six of the concerns that are being expressed by the media and by academics.

Six concerns

One, Mr. Javadekar tweeted that the transformation of the regulatory set-up is based on the
principles of minimum government and maximum governance, separation of grant functions, the
end of inspection raj, powers to enforce ‘Saaf Niyat, Sahi Vikaas’, and focus on academic quality.
This is clearly a case of doublespeak. The nature of the structure of the commission and its
advisory council shows that they are bound to have more “government” in decision-making
processes rather than academics.

Two, sweeping powers render the HECI more authoritative than the collective strength of campus
authorities. The powers and functions of the HECI trivialise the concept of autonomy, not the least
because “non-compliance (of directions of the HECI) could result in fines or jail sentence.” This
means that the authority of the HRD Ministry will be strengthened. Also, under the new terms of
engagement, universities will have to take the concurrence of the HECI before offering a course.
This restricts the freedom of a university’s Board of Studies. The draft Bill states: If any University
grants affiliation in respect of any course of study to any institution in contravention of the
provisions of the regulation/rule/recommendation issued by the Commission...the Commission...
may impose a penalty on such University and/ or on such Institution which may include fine, or
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withdrawal of power to grant degrees/diplomas or direction to cease operations.” If there is a threat
of academic functions being usurped through this legislation, it calls for reflection.

Three, with its mandate of improving academic standards with a specific focus on learning
outcomes, evaluation of academic performance by institutions, and training of teachers, the HECI
is likely to overregulate and micromanage universities.

Four, the proposal to empower the Centre to remove the HECI’s chairperson and vice-chairperson
for reasons including “moral turpitude” will again curtail the regulator’s autonomy, which in turn will
impact the autonomy of universities.

Five, instead of allowing institutions to evolve over time based on their specific needs, focussing
on homogeneous, one-size-fits-all administrative models will go against the ethos of academic
freedom, diversity, and knowledge production, and will help attempts to corporatise the education
sector.

Six, the move to replace the UGC with the HECI points to the Centre’s aim to restrict the role of
the States in matters relating to education. Strangely, this legitimate apprehension has been
articulated by only one politician, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, even though others have
been voicing concerns that the Terms of Reference for the 15th Finance Commission will weaken
federalism.

Access to education

Mr. Javadekar’s sudden decision to opt for the HECI is attributed to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s lament in October 2017 that no Indian university figures among the world’s top 500.
However, Mr. Modi’s worries are misplaced. This is because one, the bigger concern for India is
that despite being a country with a huge young population, higher education remains a privilege;
many do not yet have access to it, mainly because it is not affordable. Also, those who do have
access attend universities to further their life chances; aiming to get their university in the world’s
top 500 list is not their priority. Two, education is a continuum from lower to higher. The quality of
higher education is determined by the quality of lower education, which is extremely poor, and that
should be our focus. Three, despite the Modi government’s slogan, ‘Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas’,
the fact is that the number of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Muslims who have access
to even basic education, let alone higher education, remains abysmal. The Prime Minister should
concentrate his energies on improving this dismal scenario rather than lamenting about India not
figuring in the world’s top universities list. Even the poorest child in India should have access to
the best education that will benefit and improve his or her future. Education must serve as ladder
for those in the lower rungs of society. In India there is no such ladder, and many children continue
to lead a poor quality life with no access to education. Seen from this perspective, the fact that
there is no reference to expand the higher education sector such that it will reach the marginalised
and the poor is what is actually a “blot”. Including the excluded should be India’s goal, and
reservation and affirmative action are the way forward.

P. Radhakrishnan is a former Professor of Sociology, Madras Institute of Development Studies
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Survey launched to rank States on rural cleanliness

This is the first comprehensive survey for rural India.  

The Centre has launched the Swachh Survekshan Grameen, 2018, a nationwide survey of rural
India to rank the cleanest and dirtiest States and districts on the basis of qualitative and
quantitative evaluation.

A random selection of 6, 980 villages across 698 districts will surveyed during the month of
August, following which the Swachh Survekshan Grameen awards are expected to be announced
in time for Mahatma Gandhi’s birth anniversary on October 2.

This is the first comprehensive survey for rural India, which has been launched after three
successful editions of a similar survey in urban India, Parameswaran Iyer, Secretary to the
Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation said at the launch event.

“Citizen engagement is a key objective of this programme...we hope to get feedback from more
than 50 lakh people,” he added.

The rankings will be based on three basic parameters: direct observation of public places by
independent surveyors, service-level progress using data from the Swachh Bharat Mission’s
information system and citizens’ feedback. The feedback will be solicited through village meetings,
online feedback and direct interviews, as well as discussions with key influencers such as local
officials, elected representatives and anganwadi workers, said Mr. Iyer. An audio-visual publicity
campaign, featuring Swachh Bharat ambassadors Amitabh Bachchan and Sachin Tendulkar, was
also launched.
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Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation Launches the Swachh Survekshan Grameen 2018
Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation

Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation Launches the
Swachh Survekshan Grameen 2018

An Independent Survey to be Conducted in all Districts from
1st to 31st August

Posted On: 13 JUL 2018 6:16PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation launches the Swachh SurvekshanGrameen 2018
(SSG 2018) in the capital today. An independent survey agency will conduct the survey in all
districts from 1st to 31st August 2018, and the results will be announced in the form of a ranking of
all districts and states on the basis of quantitative and qualitative sanitation (Swachhata)
parameters. The top performing states and districts are expected to be awarded on 2nd October
2018.

Speaking at the launch, Secretary, Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation, Shri Parameswaran
Iyer, said that the objective of SSG 2018 is to undertake a ranking of states and districts on the
basis of their performance attained on key quantitative and qualitative SBM-G parameters. In the
process, through a countrywide communication campaign, rural communities will be engaged in
the improvement of the sanitation and cleanliness of their surrounding areas, he added.

The Secretary further outlined the structure and process of the survey. As part of Swachh
Survekshan Grameen 6,980 villages in 698 districts across India will be covered. Total 34,000
public places namely schools, anganwadis, public health centres, haat/bazaars/religious places in
these villages will be visited for survey. Citizens’ feedback will be collected from over 50 lakh
citizens on SBM related issues through direct interaction as well as online feedback.

During the process, 65% weightage has been assigned to the findings and outcome from the
survey and 35% to the service level parameters to be obtained from the IMIS of the MDWS. The
weights to different elements of the SSG would be as below:

Direct Observation of sanitation in public places: 30%●

Citizen’s Feedback on sanitation parameters: 35%●

Service Level Progress on sanitation progress in the country as per SBMG- MIS: 35%●

The audio-visual communication campaign, featuring prominent celebrities including Swachh
Bharat ambassadors including Shri Amitabh Bachchan and Shri Sachin Tendulkar, was also
launched at the event. Also, the SSG 2018 logo and the SSG 2018 brochure detailing essential
facts about the initiative was also released.

Responding to questions from the media at the launch, the Secretary also shared the progress
figures of SBM(G) in rural India. Over 7.7 crore toilets have been built in rural India under the
Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) since its launch in October 2014, with a usage of 93% as per
an independent third-party survey conducted in 2017-18 across all States/UTs. Nearly 4 lakh
villages, over 400 districts and 19 States and Union Territories have declared themselves free
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Address by the Hon’ble President of India Shri Ram Nath Kovind at the meeting of Vice-
Chancellors, Directors and Heads of various central Institutes of Higher Learning
President's Secretariat

Address by the Hon’ble President of India Shri Ram Nath
Kovind at the meeting of Vice-Chancellors, Directors and
Heads of various central Institutes of Higher Learning

Posted On: 13 JUL 2018 4:44PM by PIB Delhi

I must begin by thanking all of you for your concise but very educative presentations. In my
capacity as the President of India I am visitor to 146 Central Universities and institutions of higher
learning. On taking office, I was told that there was a tradition of a once-a-year conference of all
the vice-chancellors, directors and other heads of these institutions. The President would address
the gathering at the beginning of the conference and then the other sessions would begin.

 

When this proposal was made to me, I thought long and hard. I felt that an omnibus conference,
where 146 different types of institutions, with different systems, frameworks, motivations and
challenges, all sat in the same room would serve only a limited purpose. It was better to categorise
the institutions into smaller, more manageable groups of similar institutions, or at least institutions
with similar administrative regimes and issues. To my mind, this would be a more worthwhile
exercise if problem solving was indeed a priority.

 

This set of 19 Central Institutes of Higher Learning is the fourth such cohort with which I am
interacting. Next week there will a meeting with the National Institutes of Technology and the
Indian Institutes of Information Technology and that will complete the engagement with all 146
institutions well within one year of my tenure to be completed by the end of this month. 

 

The 19 Central Institutes that are gathered here are special. They promote technical education in
critical areas such as agriculture; pharmaceuticals; aviation; design; footwear design; fashion;
petroleum and energy; maritime studies; and youth development. Between them they fall under
the jurisdictions of nine different Ministries of the Government of India.

 

Each of your institutes has a rich history. Each of your institutes is instrumental to the realisation of
social and economic goals that India has set itself as it strives to eliminate poverty and become a
middle-income country. Becoming a middle-income country is not just a statistical achievement; it
also calls for a change in mindsets and an expansion in ambitions. This is true for each of us as
individuals. This is also true for your institutes.

 

As such, it is important to plan the future of your institutes in the context of an India with a large
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youth population for the foreseeable future – and with the prospect of a $5 trillion GDP by 2025.
This requires us to think big and to take risks – and each of your institutes must be equal to the
challenge.

 

Take the seven National Institutes of Pharmaceutical Education and Research. India has a strong
and vibrant pharmaceutical industry and an appreciable record in producing generics. Yet, it is
now time to make a quantum leap: Drug discovery and the developing of cutting-edge, patented
medicines; a stress on solutions for long-standing public health issues such as TB; a thrust on
management of emerging lifestyle diseases and the pharmaceutical products needed for this
purpose; and of course an enabling environment for a thriving clinical research industry. All this
will create enormous economic and job opportunities for our young people. Incubating such an
entrepreneurial environment should be a vital for your institutes.

 

The three Central Agricultural Universities represented in this room are force multipliers in the
government’s resolve to enhance quality of life for our farmers who are the backbone of our
nation. 61% of our population continues to be dependent on agriculture. We need to be mindful
that the pressure on land and on water is immense. New technologies, including technologies we
have so far shied away from, will need to be studied and adopted, as feasible. The food and
agricultural value chain will have to be made more robust. Agricultural Universities have a
mandate that goes beyond the farm.

 

Similarly, an aviation university is no longer only about training pilots and aerospace engineers. As
the aviation sector grows in our country, with even smaller cities being brought on the aviation
map, there is scope for much more. The construction and management of new airports, with
increasing integration of technology, will change this sector. It is very likely that India will host
multiple major hubs for maintenance, repair and overhaul of airplanes and aviation equipment.
Training the human resources for this MRO push should be very much part of the agenda of our
National Aviation University.

 

If the sky is a frontier to explore, so is the ocean. The Indian Maritime University is a leading
institution for oceanography, maritime history and legal studies – and an engine for our blue
economy. The sea is a resource that we can use to a far greater degree. But this will require
training people and developing strategies that an educational and technical institute is best placed
to provide.

 

The two institutes devoted to petroleum and energy also have to be re-imagined not merely in the
framework of fossil fuels and hydrocarbons – but also in the era of alternative and renewable
energy, and of innovative fuel mixes and technologies such as shale and fracking. Likewise, the
institutes for footwear design and for fashion technology – connected to leather and textiles, two of
our country’s historic traditions – have a critical social and economic implication. Traditional crafts,
including those that help in creating handmade products, deserve a bigger global market. For that,
they need to be packaged with an appropriate consumer assessment and adequate skilling.
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While developing your specialisations, I would urge you to collaborate and learn from each other.
This is possible for institutes in the same field. It is also possible across categories. For example,
the National Institute of Design and the National Institute of Youth Development have a cross-
cutting identity. Design can add value to several fields, and our youth are at the centre of all our
national endeavours and for all of the institutes here today. Please make actionable and focused
plans for collaboration. The Nalanda University, which has a pan-Asian footprint and is a tribute to
the heritage of learning that India shares with Southeast Asia, can also provide a platform.

 

Whenever posts are yet to be created, it has to be done at the earliest.  Filling up of vacant faculty
positions is critical for ensuring quality education and research.  I am sure you will take all the
possible steps to ensure all these positions are filled up before next meet.

 

Award of degree is an important milestone in the life of students.  So convocations should be held
regularly.  From deliberations, its clear that requests for my presence in convocation is pending
from two institutions – Manipur Agriculture University and PUSA Agriculture University.  We will try
to accommodate these requests within next 3 months. 

 

In an era of global competition, it is important that syllabus of various courses are updated on
regular basis.  This will make our students more confident and successful in a competitive world.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen

 

In conclusion, I would nudge you towards partnering with universities in our country and outside; in
your respective fields and beyond. Knowledge cannot grow in silos and it is essential that each of
you participate in the growth of the other. And all along, you must remember that you are
institutions of national importance. The students you produce will shape the professions that will
build our nation. This is what the people of India expect from you. And this is the benchmark by
which you must measure yourselves. As you do so, my best wishes are with you.

 

Thank you

 

Jai Hind!

 

*****
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A list of questionable eminence

The government has announced a list of ‘Institutes of Eminence’ (IoE) among India’s institutions of
higher education. This was awaited for the simple reason that finding a place on it would save an
educational institution from the clutches of a dreaded regulator. Regulators are meant to ensure
that we have a socially desirable outcome, but in the case of higher education in India the opposite
seems to have been the case. The University Grants Commission (UGC) has over half a century
micro-managed this space to an unimaginable level of silliness. The result has been publicly-
funded universities that are cavernous wastes, shattering the aspirations of our youth and
producing low-level ‘knowledge’. Evidence of the role of India’s higher-education regulator may be
seen in the feature that the few instances when this is not the case the institutions have enjoyed
privilege that leaves them protected from its depredations.

Aware of the public anger at the functioning of the UGC, two governments in the past decade have
tried to revamp the regulatory environment for higher education. The latest offering is in the form
of a proposed Higher Education Commission of India (HECI). The intention is to leave the HECI to
focus on quality while leaving funding of public institutions to the Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MHRD).

This arrangement has raised the issue of the possibility of bias, in particular that the government
may use its discretion to reward institutions according to its ideological predilections. While this is
an ever-present hazard in a democracy, one cannot in principle object to an institutional
arrangement whereby an elected government exercises the right to allocate funds. One can only
pressurise it to be impartial and accountable in its actions. In higher education one would imagine
that this accountability would be manifested in enabling the pursuit of excellence. It is not as if
excellence is difficult to identify even if it may be impossible to measure. In the world of ideas,
excellence lies in the participation as an equal in the global knowledge commons. The emphasis
here is on engagement; it is not necessary that institutions in India ought to produce knowledge in
every field or its members abide by every idea and protocol for its production in the fields chosen.
It is moot whether the criterion of equal engagement is met by the majority of our universities. So
attention to this problem may be a seen as a priority of the proposed HECI.

Even as we observe the progress of the HECI and wonder if it is going to be any more than old
wine in a new bottle, we have already have an inkling of what could go wrong. This springs from
the government’s announcement of a list of IoEs. For not, the government has chosen three public
and three private institutions for this status. The public institutions are the Indian Institute of
Science, Bengaluru, and the Indian Institutes of Technology at Delhi and Mumbai. The private
ones are the Birla Institute of Technology and Science Pilani, the JIO Institute and the Manipal
Academy of Higher Education. This list suffers from a serious lack of credibility. Where in it are the
universities of India? We understand that the government’s aim is to rectify the low presence of
Indian institutions in the global rankings of universities.

Universities by definition embody knowledge across a wide range of disciplines. While the early
European universities may have started as academies of the arts they were soon to have
medicine and astronomy as areas that they pursued with vigour. There was an emphasis on a
depth of knowledge across a broad horizon. Somewhere along the line we seem to have lost this
breadth and come to revel in a landscape dominated by engineering schools. These engineering
schools, notably the IITs, have done us proud but cannot be equated with the great universities of
the world for the simple reason that they are focussed on a narrow domain. Also, if the idea behind
IoEs is that they will be left alone and given enhanced financial support, it must be acknowledged
that until very recently the IITs have not been meddled with neither have they been starved of
resources. The IISc is of course broader than the IITs but does not embrace the social sciences
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and the humanities, the presence of which would be considered necessary for an university.

If a list of eminent institutions in the country is at all needed, the absence of the Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) from the first list of IoEs is striking. Here I combine my observation with the
disclosure that I am an early alumnus of the institution. If the criterion of engagement with the
global field of ideas is accepted JNU would count as one among India’s eminent educational
institutions. One need not agree with any of the political stances emanating from its site to
recognise that if there is an Indian institution that engages as an equal in the global commons it is
JNU. Research from JNU has adapted and contested ideas floating in the global pool of
knowledge ranging from history to economics. Its faculty have brought many of the world’s leading
ideas to Indian students and in at least area came close to building a new school of thought,
however controversial. It is not as if similar efforts in the social sciences have not occurred
elsewhere in India but JNU has perhaps sustained its reputation as a university for longer. I am
not qualified to assess the contribution made to the sciences from the JNU but it may be noted
that it already had schools of Computer Science and the Life Sciences over four decades ago
when these were fledging disciplines giving it a certain breadth early on. Even as we may wonder
at the exclusion of JNU from the list of IoEs released by the government one might wonder at how
the private institutions that are on it made the cut. While BITS Pilani may have made a significant
contribution to the country at a time when it desperately needed engineers, but is yet not what may
be considered a university, the presence of the two others on the list leave one nonplussed. One
of them, we are told, has been conferred the status on grounds of its promise, a dubious position
to take as this institute has little to show except for the financial heft that will surely undergird it.
The other is known largely for its association with the practice of charging capitation fees for
education. Eminence is not usually understood in terms of money.

So where does all this leave us? Even before the HECI is a reality we can see what to expect
when a limited approach to education guides the hand of the state. While there may be no political
partisanship in having found eminence only in our engineering schools it does reflect a short-
sightedness when the social sciences and the humanities are ignored as we set out to strengthen
higher education. It is indeed conceivable that the politicians who govern us have little time to
bother with the constitution of committees. But then we do maintain a machinery of government, at
considerable expense one might say, that is meant to advise the minister. In this episode of
drawing up a list of IoEs we are able to see what will determine whether the HECI will make a
difference. Its membership will matter more than the institutional architecture governing higher
education in India.

Pulapre Balakrishnan is Professor of Ashoka University and Senior Fellow of IIM, Kozhikode.
Views expressed are personal . 
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Use of Aadhaar in Ayushman Bharat – Desirable and not “Must”
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Use of Aadhaar in Ayushman Bharat – Desirable and not
“Must”

Posted On: 12 JUL 2018 2:07PM by PIB Delhi

Some newspapers have reported today that the use of Aadhaar Card will be a “must” to avail
benefits under the Ayushman Bharat – National Health Protection Mission.

This is factually incorrect.

Notification of the Ayushman Bharat – National Health Protection Mission being issued by MoHFW
under Section 7 of the Aadhaar Act, merely enables the implementation agencies to ask for the
beneficiary Aadhaar Card to authenticate their identity. In order to authenticate the identity of
beneficiaries accurately, the use of Aadhaar card is preferable, but it is not a “must”. There shall
be no denial of benefit for want of Aadhaar number.

The Union Health Minister Shri J P Nadda confirmed that “we will provide services to all eligible
beneficiaries with or without Aadhaar cards.”

The draft notification also provides for exception handling mechanism, viz production of alternate
identification mechanisms such as Ration Card, Voter ID Card, MGNREGA Card etc. (as
mentioned in the notification) in case the beneficiary does not have an Aadhaar No. Furthermore,
it also makes the implementation agencies accountable for setting up of Aadhaar enrollment
centers for the beneficiaries who are not yet enrolled for Aadhaar, at convenient locations.

ABNHPM guidelines on beneficiary identification very clearly state that beneficiaries can bring
Aadhar or any other valid government id(s) decided by the State if they do not have an Aadhaar.

https://www.abnhpm.gov.in/sites/default/files/201806/GuidelinesonProcessofBeneficiaryIdentificati
on_0.pdf
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Why is there a row over Ayushman Bharat rates?

A young patient receiving treatment under the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister’s Comprehensive Health
Insurance Scheme at the Rajiv Gandhi Government General Hospital in Chennai. File   | Photo
Credit: B. Jothi Ramalingam

Ayushman Bharat, the world’s largest health insurance scheme aimed at covering 50 crore
Indians, is facing teething troubles. In May, the government published the rates that insurance
companies would pay hospitals for the 1,350 procedures covered under the scheme. These rates
have become a sticking point for hospitals, which have criticised them as arbitrary and low. For
example, the price of Caesarean section, at 9,000 for five days of hospital stay, food and
consultation, is “laughable,” says Girdhar Gyani, director-general of the Association for Healthcare
Providers India (AHPI). Even government hospitals incur 7,000 a day just to maintain a bed, he
adds. Doctors have also criticised the clustering of medical conditions in the rate list. For example,
treatment for tuberculosis and HIV with complications will be reimbursed at the same rate of 2,000
a day. Anupam Singh, assistant professor, medicine, at Ghaziabad’s Santhosh Medical College,
says this is irrational. “HIV complications can be pretty serious. Cryptococcal meningitis requires
costly anti-fungals,” he points out. This means both illnesses must be compensated differently, he
says. The fundamental problem, according to doctors and hospitals, is that the reimbursement
rates were not calculated in a scientific manner.

Ayushman Bharat did rely on a study of over 100 hospitals in 60 cities, according to Dinesh Arora,
director of the scheme. But these were mostly hospitals with under 50 beds in tier-2 and tier-3
cities. The cost structure of these hospitals is substantially different from tertiary-care hospitals in
tier-1 cities for multiple reasons. Tertiary-care hospitals have super-specialists, a greater
nurse/bed ratio, and hi-tech facilities such as catheterization labs, all of which cost more. Mr.
Gyani says almost all neurosurgical procedures, and several cardio procedures, have to be carried
out in such facilities, because few smaller hospitals can do so. But the Ayushman Bharat rates
don’t account for these differences.

For now, the government is committed to the launch date of August 15. But officials have
acknowledged that the rates will be revised. Ayushman Bharat has asked the AHPI to submit a list
of 100 key procedures, for which a detailed cost study will be done. The results may come out
around January 2019, says Mr. Arora. Until then, Ayushman Bharat has asked hospitals to
cooperate, and the AHPI has agreed. “We have more or less agreed to support the scheme until
then,” says Mr. Gyani.

In 2016, the Karnataka Knowledge Commission, a body under the State government, did a small
study comparing the costs of 20 frequent medical procedures with reimbursement rates under the
Vajpayee Arogyashree, Yeshaswini and CGHS insurance schemes. The study found rates to be
lower than costs for almost all procedures under all schemes. For example, if a surgery to repair
an atrial septal defect (a hole in the wall between heart chambers) cost hospitals 1,59,438, they
received between 29% and 34% of this amount under the CGHS. The problem was that this study
covered only four private hospitals in Bengaluru, and was not representative of Indian variations.
But it showed that hospitals could be subsidising medical procedures greatly.

One reason reimbursement rates are low under the CGHS is that they are decided through a
tender system, which picks the lower quotes from hospitals. Further, even these rates are not paid
on time. A 2010 paper from the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations
calculated that the average delay in paying hospitals under the CGHS was four months.
Furthermore, the AHPI claims the CGHS still owes hospitals 400 crore in back payments.
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Mr. Arora says the problems plaguing the CGHS will not affect Ayushman Bharat. “We are
committed to this. If you see our guidelines, we say the payments will be made within 15 days.” A
memorandum of understanding to this effect will be signed with the States.
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India still lags behind in routine immunization programme: WHO-UNICEF report

In 2017, an estimated 19.9 million infants worldwide were not reached with routine services such
as three doses of diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis (DTP vaccine). Around 60 per cent of these children
live in 10 countries — Afghanistan, Angola, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, India,
Indonesia, Iraq, Nigeria, Pakistan and South Africa.

This according to the most recent World Health Organisation and UNICEF immunization estimates
released this week.

The report further noted that global vaccination coverage — the proportion of the world’s children
who receive recommended vaccines — has remained the same over the past few years. It added
that since 2015, the percentage of children who received their full course of three dose diphtheria-
tetanus-pertussis (DTP3) routine immunizations is sustained at 85 per cent (116.2 million infants).

Although global immunization coverage with DTP3 remains at 85 per cent, it is important to
highlight that an additional 4.6 million infants have been vaccinated globally in 2017 compared to
2010, due to global population growth.

The report highlighted that more concerted efforts needed to reach universal immunization
coverage.

As per the figures released — an estimated 20 million additional children need to be vaccinated
with DTP3; 45 million additional children need to be vaccinated with a second dose of measles
vaccine and 76 million more children need to be vaccinated with 3 doses of pneumococcal
conjugate vaccine.

“Of the 19.9 million infants who are not fully vaccinated with DTP3, almost 8 million (40 per cent)
live in fragile or humanitarian settings, including countries affected by conflict. And about 5.6
million of them live in just three countries — Afghanistan, Nigeria and Pakistan — where access to
routine immunization services is critical to achieving and sustaining polio eradication.

Meanwhile, newly available vaccines are being added as part of the life-saving vaccination
package — such as those to protect against meningitis, malaria and even Ebola. Human
papillomavirus (HPV) is the most common viral infection of the reproductive tract, and can cause
cervical cancer, other types of cancer, and genital warts in both men and women. In 2017, the
HPV vaccine was introduced in 80 countries.

“On the other hand, vaccines to prevent against major killers of children such as rotavirus, a
disease that causes severe childhood diarrhoea, and pneumonia have been around for over a
decade. But the use of rotavirus and pneumococcal conjugate vaccines (PCV) is lagging behind.
In 2017, global coverage was only 28 per cent for rotavirus and 44 per cent for PCV. Vaccination
against both these diseases has the potential to substantially reduce deaths of children under 5
years of age, a target of the Sustainable Development Goals,’’ noted the report.
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LS clears detention policy

A Bill to amend the Right to Education (RTE) Act to abolish the ‘no detention policy’ in schools was
passed in the Lok Sabha on Wednesday.

Replying to the debate in the Lok Sabha on The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education (second amendment) Bill, 2017, Union Human Resource Development Minister
Prakash Javadekar said that it would be at the discretion of the States whether to continue with no
detention or not.

‘States will decide’

The States, he said, would decide at what level and who would conduct the examination, the
Minister said. “It is a broken education system. We have to rebuild it,” he added.

Under the current provisions of the RTE Act, no student can be detained till class 8 and all
students are promoted to the next grade.

The Minister said that in some of the States such as Sikkim, Kerala and Telangana, the students,
who were studying in private schools, had come back to government schools.

“Teacher training, quality and accountability are most important,” Mr. Javadekar said.
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A fishy matter: on the formaldehyde contamination of fish

Reports of traces of the chemical formaldehyde in fish in several States highlight both the
uncertainties of science, and the importance of clear risk-communication. In June, the Kerala
government found formaldehyde-laced fish being transported into the State. Soon after, The Hindu
carried out a joint investigation with the Tamil Nadu Dr. J. Jayalalithaa Fisheries University to look
for formaldehyde in Chennai. The study revealed around 5-20 ppm of the chemical in freshwater
and marine fish in two of the city’s markets. Next, Goa reported similar findings. But its Food and
Drugs Administration later said the levels in Goan samples were on a par with “naturally occurring”
formaldehyde in marine fish. This triggered suspicions among residents, who accused the
government of playing down the health risk. The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India has
banned formaldehyde in fresh fish, while the International Agency for Research on Cancer labelled
the chemical a carcinogen in 2004. The evidence the IARC relied on mainly consists of studies on
workers in industries such as printing, textiles and embalming. Such workers inhale formaldehyde
fumes, and the studies show high rates of nasopharyngeal and other cancers among them. But
there is little evidence that formaldehyde causes cancer when ingested orally. A 1990 study by
U.S. researchers estimated that humans consume 11 mg of the chemical through dietary sources
every day.

Is formalin present in your fish? Here’s how to buy unadulterated seafood

So, why is formaldehyde in fish a problem? For one thing, fresh fish should not have
preservatives, and the presence of formaldehyde points to unscrupulous vendors trying to pass off
stale catch as recent. Two, the lack of evidence linking ingested formaldehyde with cancer doesn’t
necessarily make the chemical safe. At high doses, it causes gastric irritation. Plus, the lack of
data could merely mean that not enough people are consuming formaldehyde regularly enough for
its carcinogenic effects to show — the absence of evidence is not evidence of absence. There is a
third complication. When certain marine fish are improperly frozen during transit, formaldehyde
forms in them naturally. But this formaldehyde binds to the tissue, unlike added formaldehyde,
which remains free. And so, measuring free formaldehyde versus bound formaldehyde can be one
way of distinguishing a contaminant from a naturally occurring chemical. In this context, the Goan
government must clarify its claim. Did the Goan FDA measure free formaldehyde or bound
formaldehyde? If it measured the sum of both, on what basis did it conclude that the chemical
came from natural sources? Some formaldehyde consumption may be unavoidable for fish-
lovers, and it may not be a health risk either. But the line between safe and unsafe consumption
should be drawn by experts, in a transparent manner. The Goan claim doesn’t meet this criterion.
This is why, instead of allaying the fears of consumers, it is stoking them.
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The tough road to academic excellence

The winners of the “excellence contest” of the Institutions of Eminence (IoE) have been
announced by the Ministry of Human Resource Development. While 10 institutions were supposed
to have been chosen, apparently only six were affordable — a telling reality, especially since only
three will receive any government funds. And none of the winners is actually a public university —
a multidisciplinary institution at the heart of any academic system. The three public institutions
chosen (the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, and two Indian Institutes of Technology, at
Mumbai and Delhi) are all technologically-oriented institutions. The three in the private sector are
the Birla Institute of Technology and Science (BITS) at Pilani, Rajasthan, the Manipal Academy of
Higher Education, Karnataka, and the “greenfield” Jio Institute, at Karjhat in Maharashtra —
Mukesh Ambani’s as yet unspecified “world-class” university.

Selection of Institutes of Eminence not transparent: VIT Chancellor

While the public institutions will receive 1,000 crore ($150 million) over five years, the private ones
get none at all but will be provided significant freedom from government regulations and
institutional autonomy. While 1,000 crore is “serious money”, it is by no means transformative. The
increased funding will help the institutions with innovations or perhaps the ability to raise academic
salaries to better compete internationally but will not permit fundamental changes. If the IoE
institutions focus mainly on making the changes that will help them improve in the global rankings,
they will be missing a huge opportunity for key reforms — and they are unlikely to achieve the
result of a high ranking anyway.

The greenfield context

“Greenfield” experiments are always risky but in fact almost all of India’s top academic institutions
are the result of such initiatives. The first few Indian Institutes of Technology were established in
the 1950s, with the help of foreign partners, in order to quickly build top schools without having to
deal with the entrenched bureaucracy of the traditional universities. Both BITS Pilani (1964) and
Manipal (1953), private start-ups, were greenfield efforts at the time.

A list of questionable eminence

So, the Jio initiative is not unusual in the Indian context. But it faces significant challenges which
includes clarity on the basic organising principle. How does it plan to differentiate itself from other
universities in India and abroad, and at the same time match up to the best academic practices
elsewhere? While the Reliance empire is the largest private business in India, the cost of creating
a competitive world-class university is daunting especially when starting from scratch. For
example, King Abdullah University of Science and Technology (KAUST) Saudi Arabia, established
in 2009, spent $1.5 billion on its facilities and has an endowment of $10 billion for a current
enrolment of 900 master’s and doctoral students.

World-class concept

While each world class university is unique there are three essential ingredients: talent, resources,
and favourable governance. These will of course be necessary for all the IoEs. But let us focus on
the specific needs of Jio Institute since, in our view, it faces the greatest challenges. We have
mentioned resources already (a daunting challenge), especially since no public funds will be made
available to Jio or the other private institutions. Let us focus on talent (faculty and students) and
governance.
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Faculty are at the heart of any university, affecting every aspect of realising and implementing the
university mission. In the case of rankings ambition, research output is a key metric. So, attracting
top research-oriented academic talent will not only require financial resources to pay faculty at
global compensation rates but also providing an attractive quality of life for their families on and off
campus. Would Karjat be able to provide an ecosystem of soft and hard infrastructure critical for
attracting the best international talent?

Factor of student choice

Student demand for quality education in India remains strong, and the Reliance brands and an
innovative curriculum would make it relatively easy to attract top students. However, the real
challenge would be in attracting international students. International student decision-making
process is complex, with many global choices available to the best students. For example, an
“institute” does not command as strong a recognition among international students and faculty as
a “university.” Can the Reliance, Ambani or Jio brand impress the global market and influence
student choice towards India and the institute?

A helping hand for Indian universities

A positive element of the IoE programme is the high degree of autonomy and freedom from
government policy and regulatory constraints. However, Jio (and the others chosen for IoE) need
to have creative ideas for the organisation and governance of the institution. For example, to what
degree would the decision-making process be collaborative with faculty involvement as compared
to a top-down mandate? Traditional corporate management styles do not align with the
governance expectations of a creative university.

Building world-class universities is a resource-intensive and highly creative endeavour which will
be a test of patience and persistence. Indian higher education is in dire need of exemplars of
excellence. We await the specific ideas and programmes necessary to realise these ambitions
from Jio, and the others.

Philip G. Altbach is Research Professor and Founding Director, Center for International Higher
Education at Boston College, U.S. Rahul Choudaha is Executive Vice President of Global
Engagement and Research at Studyportals, U.S.
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Three in five HIV-carriers now have access to drugs: UN

Track record: Around 1.8 million people became newly infected with HIV in 2017, UNAIDS said.   |
Photo Credit: Ajay Verma

Almost three in five people infected with HIV, or 21.7 million globally, took antiretroviral therapy in
2017 — a new record for anti-AIDS drug access, the UNAIDS said on Wednesday.

There were 36.9 million people living with the immune system-attacking virus in 2017, of whom
15.2 million were not getting the drugs they need — the lowest number since the epidemic
exploded, the joint UN programme on HIV/AIDS reported.

Hailing progress in curbing new infections and deaths, the agency nevertheless lamented the
mounting human toll: almost 80 million infections and 35.4 million lives lost since the first cases
became known in the early 1980s.

Progress made to date risks being halted, even reversed, if funding and world attention is allowed
to dwindle, the agency warned.

Mission 2020

“We are short by $7 billion per year to maintain our results and to achieve our objectives for 2020,”
UNAIDS executive director Michel Sidibe said. “Without these resources, there is a big risk of the
epidemic rebounding, of an increase in mortality due to AIDS,” he said.

In 2017, about $20.6 billion was available for AIDS programmes in low-and middle-income
countries which funded about 56% from their own budgets, said the report.

Under Donald Trump, the U.S. administration — a major funder of AIDS programmes historically,
has threatened to cut spending.

The UN goal is for 90% of all HIV-positive people to know their status by 2020. Of these, at least
90% must receive ART, and the HIV virus be suppressed in 90% of those.

Assessing progress towards the target, UNAIDS said 1.8 million people became newly infected
with HIV in 2017.

This was down from about 1.9 million the year before, and 3.4 million at the peak of the epidemic
in 1996.

Deaths declined from 9,90,000 to 9,40,000 year-on-year, compared to 1.9 million in 2005 and 1.4
million in 2010.

Antiretroviral therapy

The number of people on antiretroviral therapy (ART) grew from 19.4 million in 2016 to 21.7 million
last year — up from a mere 6,11,000 in the year 2000 and 2.1 million in 2005, said the report
released in the run-up to the International AIDS Conference in Amsterdam next week.

This helped boost the number of people living with the virus from 36.3 million in 2016 to 36.9
million last year.
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Despite more than three decades of research, there is no cure or vaccine and HIV-positive people
have to take lifelong treatment that can be expensive and have nasty side-effects.

ART inhibits the virus and can limit its spread between people — mainly through sex — but does
not kill it.

UNAIDS reported large variation between world regions in the battle against the killer virus.

In the West Asia and north Africa, for example, less than a third of people with HIV have access to
ARV, only 36% of those in eastern Europe and central Asia, and 40% in west and central Africa.
For west and central Europe and North America, the number is 78%, with about 1.7 million out of
2.2 million infected people on ARV, said UNAIDS. In east and southern Africa — home to 53% of
people living with HIV in the world — deaths declined by 42% from 2010 to 2017, thanks largely to
the widespread rollout of treatment.

However, “there has been no reduction in AIDS-related mortality in eastern Europe and central
Asia since 2010, and deaths from AIDS-related illness increased by 11% in the West Asia and
North Africa,” it cautioned.
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Regulating foreign universities in India

Reports this year said the government has renewed its push for foreign universities in India. The
development comes after the UPA government’s detailed law on foreign varsities, their entry and
regulation — the Foreign Educational Institutions (Regulations of Entry and Operations) Bill of
2010 — lapsed. This Bill was meant to introduce a comprehensive regulatory mechanism to
prevent students from falling for the attractions offered by these establishments.

Due to a regulatory regime or policy, it has been difficult to make a meaningful assessment of the
operations of foreign educational institutions. The statement of objects and reasons of the 2010
Bill says that this has given chances to adopt various unfair practices and for commercialisation.

At present, only the All India Council for Technical Education has notified regulations for the entry
and operation of foreign universities and institutions imparting technical education in India. The
objective of the Bill was to maintain high standards of education. The Bill provided that a foreign
educational institution shall not impart education in India unless it is recognised and notified by the
Central government as a foreign education provider under the proposed legislation. The quality of
education, curriculum, methods of imparting education, and the faculty should be the same as
those employed by the institution in its main campus. The institution should maintain a corpus fund
of not less than 50 crore or such sum as may be notified by the Central government.

The Centre can refuse to recognise and notify a foreign educational institution as a foreign
education provider if it is not in the interest of the sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of
the state, friendly relations with foreign states, public order, etc. The Centre can withdraw the
recognition and rescind the notification of a foreign education provider on the grounds of violation
of the provisions of the proposed legislation or the University Grants Commission Act, 1956, or
any other law.

Any person who is associated with an unrecognised foreign educational institution and who offers
or gives admission to any person as student, or collects fee or awards any degree, shall be liable
to a penalty of 10 lakh to 50 lakh in addition to a refund of the fee and confiscation of any gains
made out of it.

Any disputes under the Bill would be heard under the National Educational Tribunal, also a forum
proposed.
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Various steps have been taken to improve quality of higher education
Ministry of Human Resource Development

Various steps have been taken to improve quality of higher
education

Posted On: 19 JUL 2018 5:39PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Human Resource Development has started an annual web-based All India
Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) with the objectives to assess and review the performance
of education sector and to strengthen the institutional coordination with the Ministry. The details
and outcomes of different surveys are available at website http://aishe.nic.in/aishe/home .

 The University Grants Commission (UGC) has notified regulations pertaining to recognition,
accreditation of the higher educational institutions, minimum qualifications for appointment as
teacher/ academic staff, curbing the menace of ragging and grievance redressal for enhancing
the quality of higher education in the institutions. The Commission has also launched schemes
related to scholarship and fellowship e.g. PG Doctoral Fellowship for SC/ST etc. for promoting
inclusion and equity. Moreover, The University Grants Commission has given skill orientation to
higher education under skill development scheme by way of starting Community Colleges,
B.Voc degree programme and Deen Dayal Upadhyay KAUSHAL Kendras.

Further, The All India Council for Technical Education has undertaken following initiatives for
enhancing the quality of technical education in the country.

Training Policy for Technical Teachersi.
Perspective Plan for Technical Educationii.
Induction Programme for Engineering studentsiii.
Model Curriculum for Engineering and Management Courses.iv.
Exam Reformsv.
Start up Initiativevi.
NBA Accreditation for approval of technical coursesvii.
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan.viii.

This information was given by the Minister of State (HRD), Dr. Satya Pal Singh today in a
written reply to a Rajya Sabha question.

*****

NB/AKJ/AK/ Quality of higher education
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Samagra Shiksha Scheme to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels of
school education
Ministry of Human Resource Development

Samagra Shiksha Scheme to ensure inclusive and equitable
quality education at all levels of school education

Posted On: 19 JUL 2018 5:45PM by PIB Delhi

The Department of School Education and Literacy has formulated the Samagra Shiksha - an
Integrated Scheme for School Education as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme and it is being
implemented throughout the country with effect from the year 2018-19. This programme subsumes
the three erstwhile Centrally Sponsored Schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE). It is an overarching
programme for the school education sector extending from pre-school to class XII and aims to
ensure inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels of school education.   It envisages the
‘school’ as a continuum from pre-school, primary, upper primary, secondary to senior secondary
levels. 

The major interventions, across all levels of school education, under the scheme are: (i) Universal
Access including Infrastructure Development and Retention; (ii) Gender and Equity; (iii) Inclusive
Education; (iv) Quality; (v) Financial support for Teacher Salary;  (vi) Digital initiatives; (vii)
Entitlements under the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009
including uniforms, textbooks etc.;(viii) Pre-school Education; (ix) Vocational Education; (x) Sports
and Physical Education; (xi) Strengthening of Teacher Education and Training; (xii) Monitoring and
(xiii) Programme Management. The main emphasis of the Scheme is on improving quality of
school education and the strategy for all interventions would be to enhance the Learning
Outcomes at all levels of schooling.

An allocation of Rs 75,000 crore over the period 1st April, 2018 to 31st March, 2020 has been
approved which is a 20% increase over the current allocations. It sees school education holistically
without segmenting it into various levels of education. Its main features, inter alia,  are as follows:

Annual Grant of Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 20,000/- per school for strengthening of Libraries.i.
Composite school grant increased from Rs. 14,500-50,000 to Rs. 25,000-1 Lakh and to be
allocated on the basis of school enrolment.

ii.

Annual Grant for sports equipments at the cost of Rs. 5000 for Primary Schools, Rs. 10,000
for upper primary schools and up to Rs. 25,000 for secondary and senior secondary schools.

iii.

Allocation for children with Special Needs (CwSN) increased from Rs. 3,000 to Rs. 3,500 per
child per annum including a stipend of Rs. 200 per month for CWSN girls to be provided
from Classes I to XII. – earlier it was only for classes IX to XII.

iv.

Allocation for uniforms enhanced from Rs. 400 to Rs. 600 per child per annum.v.
Allocation for textbooks enhanced from Rs. 150/250 to Rs. 250/400 per child per annum.vi.
Upgradation of Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs) from Class 6-8 to Class 6-12.vii.
Strengthening Teacher Education Institutions like SCERTs and DIETs to improve the
quality of teachers with SCERT as the nodal institution for in-service and pre-service
teacher training

viii.

Enhanced use of digital technology in education through smart classrooms, digital boards
and DTH channels.

ix.
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This information was given by the Minister of State (HRD), Shri Upendra Kushwaha

today in a written reply to a Rajya Sabha question.

*****

NB/AKJ/AK/ Samagra Shiksha Scheme
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Pension to Sportspersons
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

Pension to Sportspersons

Posted On: 19 JUL 2018 5:18PM by PIB Delhi

Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Youth Affairs and Sports Col. Rajyavardhan Rathore
has said that government gives lifelong pension under the Scheme of ‘Pension to Meritorious
Sportspersons’, sportspersons who have won medals for the country in the international
competitions only and have retired from active sports. In a written reply in Lok Sabha today, the
Minister said at present, 588 Sportspersons are getting pension.  The rate of pension has been
revised with effect from 1.4.2018.   The rate of pension has been doubled of the rates of pension
existing earlier.

The revised rates of pension with effect from 1.4.2018 are as under:

S. No. Category of meritorious sportspersons
Rate of Pension
(Rs./per month)

1
Medallists at the Olympic Games / Para Olympic
Games
 

20,000

2
Gold medallists at the World Cup/World
Championship* in Olympic and Asian Games
disciplines

16,000

3
Silver and Bronze medallists at the World Cup in
Olympic and Asian Games disciplines

14,000

4
Gold medallists of the Asian/ Commonwealth
Games/Para Asian Games

14,000

5
Silver and Bronze medallists of the
Asian/Commonwealth Games/ Para Asian
Games

12,000

 

* World Cup/World Championship held once in four year only shall be considered.

 

*****

AD/TFK/CK
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Financial Assistance to Sports Federations
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

Financial Assistance to Sports Federations

Posted On: 19 JUL 2018 5:17PM by PIB Delhi

Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Youth Affairs and Sports Col. Rajyavardhan
Rathore has said that government provides financial assistance to recognised National
Sports Federations (NSFs), Regional Sports Federations (RSFs) and National Sports
Promotion Organisations (NSPOs) as per the norms of the Scheme of Assistance to NSFs.
Government has given annual recognition to 53 NSFs for the year 2018. In addition,
Government has recognised 2 RSFs and 5 NSPOs. The assistance under the scheme is
used for training and participation of athletes in international sports events abroad, holding
of national and international tournaments in India, holding of coaching camps for national
level sports persons/teams for preparation and participation in international events under
Indian and foreign coaches, filling critical infrastructure gaps, etc.

            In a written reply in Lok Sabha today, the Minister said that the government is also
implementing a Central Sector Scheme, namely, Khelo India which has components for
utilization and creation/upgradation of Sports Infrastructure. The indicative outlay for non-
recurring component, as per the approved scheme, is Rs.530 crore spread over 2017-18,
2018-19 and 2019-20. In addition, under Prime Minister’s Development Package (PMDP)
for enhancement of sports facilities in J&K Rs.194.63 crore has been earmarked for
development of sports infrastructure in Jammu & Kashmir.

The funds allocated from Central Government budget for the Scheme of Assistance to
NSFs in last three years and current year are as under:-

Year Allocation  (Rs. in crores)

2015-16 350.00

2016-17 359.93

2017-18 302.18

2018-19 342.00

 

********

AD/TFK/CK
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Mechanism for Identification of Persons Working as Manual Scavengers
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

Mechanism for Identification of Persons Working as Manual
Scavengers

Posted On: 19 JUL 2018 4:16PM by PIB Delhi

“Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013 (MS Act,
2013)” mandates survey of manual scavengers if any municipality or panchayat has reason to
believe that some persons are engaged in manual scavenging within its jurisdiction. The Chief
Executive Officer of the Municipality in case of urban areas and Chief Executive Officer of the
Panchayat in case of rural areas are responsible to cause the survey as per the procedure
prescribed under Sections 11 and 14 of the MS Act, 2013 and chapter III of the “Prohibition of
Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Rules, 2013 (MS Rules, 2013)”.  In
addition, any person working as manual scavenger can make a request under section 12(1) of the
MS Act, 2013 in urban areas and under section 15(1) in rural areas to the concerned Chief
Executive Officer for identification as manual scavenger either during the survey or any time
thereafter. The Chief Executive Officer shall cause such request enquired into within 15 days to
ascertain whether the applicant is a manual scavenger.

 

A National Survey of manual scavengers has been undertaken in 170 identified districts of 18
States to identify all those persons who were cleaning the insanitary latrines which have since
converted into sanitary latrines under Swachh Bharat Mission or still working as manual
scavengers in some areas. District Nodal Officers appointed by the State Government and District
Coordinators nominated by the Social Organizations connected with safai karamcharis/manual
scavengers are included in the survey teams of the National Survey.

 

Under Self Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers (SRMS) the identified
manual scavengers are provided rehabilitation benefits which include onetime cash assistance of
Rs.40,000/- each, training in livelihood skills with monthly stipend of Rs.3,000/- and bank loans
upto Rs.15 lakhs with capital subsidy upto Rs. 3,25,000/-  for undertaking Self Employment
Projects.  

 

This information was given by Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Shri Ramdas
Athawale in a written reply in Rajya Sabha today.

 

****

Sanjay Kumar/jk/SJ&E-/19-07-2018

 



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m
crackIAS.com

(Release ID: 1539253) Visitor Counter : 147

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

www.thehindu.com 2018-07-22

Giving shape to the TB fight

Tuberculosis (TB) is one of the world’s biggest global health crises; 1.7 million people died of the
disease in 2016. New data suggest that the global scope of multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-
TB) is much larger than previously estimated, in turn requiring concerted international efforts in
combating this deadlier form of the disease. BRICS nations (Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa) together account for over 40% of TB and over 50% of drug-resistant TB cases.

The disease has started receiving political attention not only domestically but also internationally.
To fast-track progress in tackling TB, the United Nations is to hold the first-ever UN high-level
meeting, on September 26 in New York. Here. global leaders will decide strategies on how to
tackle one of the deadliest infectious diseases.

Negotiators and missions of member countries in New York are working this month to finalise the
text of the political declaration that will be released in September by global leaders and set the
direction in which policy and resources on TB and drug-resistant TB will move globally.

Sticking points

Countries negotiating the final declaration text are coming under significant pressure by the United
States to drop all references to protecting the rights of countries to take fully legal actions to
access affordable medicines for their people.

One of the final sticking points remains the language on public health safeguards enshrined in the
World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Agreement on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS). This allows governments, among other things, to issue ‘compulsory licences’ to
override patents in the interest of public health, so that they can allow generic versions of
medicines to be produced or imported and more people can receive needed treatment.

The affordability of medicines and use of TRIPS flexibilities has been agreed upon in multiple
international fora, including the UN high-level declaration on anti-microbial resistance.

But the U.S., backed by its powerful big pharma lobbies, is pushing to remove any mention of the
need for medicines to be affordable.

The U.S. is exerting extreme pressure on the ‘Group of 77’ bloc — of developing countries — by
refusing to sign the declaration at the U.N. General Assembly in September if language such as
the paragraph that “recognises the importance of affordable medicines” and “urges countries to
enforce intellectual property rules in ways that promote access” is included.

Countries, including those in the Group of 77, and BRICS that have a high burden of drug-
resistant TB, need to urgently stand up right now against the bullying that aims to keep newer oral
TB medicines out of the hands of the people in their countries who need treatment.

The upcoming TB Summit is an important opportunity to address drug-resistant TB. Blocking more
affordable generic versions of safer oral medicines that are needed to scale up effective treatment
for people with drug-resistant tuberculosis, or DR-TB, will not be the way to do it.

Leena Menghaney is the South Asia Head for Médecins Sans Frontières – Access Campaign
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Scrapping the no-detention policy may not improve the learning levels

The Lok Sabha on Wednesday passed The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
(second amendment) Bill, 2017, to abolish the “no-detention” policy in schools. Under the current
provisions of the RTE Act, which provides for free and compulsory education to all children of the
age of six to 14 years, no student can be detained up to class 8.

The provision was made in the Act because examinations are often used for eliminating children
who obtain poor marks, which compels them either to repeat the same grade or leave the school
altogether. It was felt that compelling a child to repeat a class is both demotivating and
discouraging.

But the change was necessitated by the fact that many states and Union Territories felt that the
no-detention policy has adversely affected the learning levels of children.

The government’s decision is also backed by the parliamentary standing committee report that
noted that there is no pressure on the children to learn and on the teachers to teach because of
the no-detention policy.

There are equally strong arguments against the scrapping of the no-detention policy: This will
mean that the State is blaming students (many of whom are first-generation learners) for their
failure to learn in class. But the State needs to answer important questions: Did it try to implement
the CCE policy and tweak it when necessary, and explain to schools that CCE does not mean no
evaluation? Did it provide the right resources for a child to learn? Did it invest enough in teacher
training, pedagogy, textbooks, learning materials to make education a “joyful exercise”, as the Act
states? Was a rational deployment of teachers done and a specified pupil-teacher ratio maintained
in schools?

Now that the State has moved the amendment to the RTE (Rajya Sabha is still to pass the Bill),
the onus is now on the central and states governments to provide the right atmosphere, curriculum
and teachers so that learning levels improve. Hope this time around they will rise to the challenge.
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The National Sports University Bill, 2017
HRD / Labour / Health

The National Sports University
Bill, 2017

The National Sports University Bill, 2017 was introduced on
August 10, 2017 by the Minister of State for Youth Affairs and
Sports, Mr. Vijay Goel in Lok Sabha.  Key features of the Bill are
as follows:

●

Establishment of the University:  The Bill establishes a
National Sports University located in Manipur.  It will promote
sports education in the areas of: (i) sports sciences, (ii) sports
technology, (iii) sports management, and (iv) sports coaching.  It
will function as a national training centre for select sports
disciplines.  It may also establish campuses and study centres in
other parts of the country.  The University will be empowered to
grant degrees, diplomas and certificates.

●

Objectives:  The key objectives of the University are: (i)
research, development and dissemination of knowledge in
physical education and sports sciences, (ii) strengthening
physical education and sports training programmes, (iii)
generating knowledge capabilities, skills and competence at
various levels, and (iv) training talented athletes to help them to
evolve into international level athletes.

●

Authorities of the University:  The Bill provides for several
authorities under the University.  These include: (i) the Court,
which will review the broad policies and programmes of the
University, (ii) the Executive Council, which will be the principal
executive body, (iii) the Academic and Activity Council, which will
conduct the general supervision over academic policies, (iv) the
Board of Sports Studies, which will approve subjects for research
for various degrees and other requirements of research degrees,
(v) the Finance Committee, which will examine the accounts and
proposals for expenditure, and (vi) any other authorities which
may be declared by the statutes.

●

The Executive Council:  The Executive Council will conduct all
of the University’s administrative affairs.  The members of the
Executive Council will include: (i) the Vice-Chancellor (appointed
by the central government), (ii) Additional Secretary and
Financial Advisor, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, and (iii)
four persons from amongst eminent sports persons, among
others.  Functions of the Council include: (i) creating academic
and non-academic posts, (ii) managing and regulating the
University’s finances and property, and (iii) partnering with
industry and non-government agencies for advancement of
knowledge.

●

Current Status: Pending
Ministry: Youth Affairs and
Sports

Stage Date
Introduction Aug 10,

2017
Com. Ref. Aug 22,

2017
Com. Rep. Jan 05,

2018
Lok Sabha Introduced
Rajya Sabha

Relevant Links

  Bill Text   (161 KB)

     (1230 KB)

  PRS Bill Summary  (563
KB)

       (1160 KB)

  Standing Committee
Report  (1560 KB)

  PRS SCR
Summary  (771 KB)
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Role the central government:  The central government will
review and inspect the functioning of the University.  The
Executive Council may take action based on the inspection
report.  If it fails to take action to the satisfaction of the central
government, it will have to comply with the directions issued by
the central government.  Further, the central government may
annul any proceeding of the University which is not in line with
the Act.

●

Funding:  The University will be required to maintain a fund
which will be credited with the funds that it receives from the
central government, state government, and fees and money
received from any other sources (grants and gifts).  All funds of
the University will be invested as decided by the Board on the
recommendation of the Finance Committee.

●

Disputes and appeal procedure:  Any student or candidate
whose name has been removed from the rolls of the University
and who has been debarred from appearing for the examinations
may appeal to the Executive Council.  The Council may confirm,
modify or reverse such a decision.  Any dispute arising out of any
disciplinary action taken by the University against a student may
be referred (at the request of the student) to a Tribunal of
Arbitration.  Further, any dispute between the University and any
employee will also be referred to a Tribunal of Arbitration.

●

END
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NCTE amendment Bill passed

The Lok Sabha on Monday passed the National Council for Teacher Education (Amendment) Bill
to grant retrospective recognition to Central/State institutions that are conducting teacher
education courses without NCTE approval. This has been done as a one-time measure to ensure
that the future of students studying in these institutions is not jeopardised.
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‘Complacency’ may lead to HIV resurgence, warn experts

Prince Harry posing with a boy at the AIDS Conference in Amsterdam.   | Photo Credit: YVES
HERMAN

A world AIDS assembly opens in Amsterdam on Monday hoping to harness the star power of
activists Elton John and Prince Harry to bolster the battle against an epidemic, experts warn may
yet spiral out of control.

Thousands of delegates — researchers, campaigners, activists and people living with the killer
virus — have arrived for the 22nd International AIDS Conference amid warnings that “dangerous
complacency” may cause an unstoppable resurgence.

In recent days, experts have alerted that new HIV infections, while down overall, have surged in
some parts of the world as global attention has waned and funding levelled off. And they lamented
that too sharp a focus on virus-suppressing treatment may have diverted attention from basic
prevention programmes such as condom distribution, with the result that the AIDS-causing virus is
still spreading easily among vulnerable groups.

“The encouraging reductions in new HIV infections that occurred for about a decade has
emboldened some to declare that we are within reach of ending AIDS,” Peter Piot, founder of the
UNAIDS agency, said last week. However, “there is absolutely no evidence to support this
conclusion,” he insisted, and warned: “The language on ending AIDS has bred a dangerous
complacency.”

A UNAIDS report has warned of a difficult road ahead even as it reported an overall drop in new
infections and AIDS deaths, and a record number of people on life-saving antiretroviral therapy
(ART).
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The Homoeopathy Central Council (Amendment) Bill, 2018
HRD / Labour / Health

The Homoeopathy Central
Council (Amendment) Bill, 2018

The Homoeopathy Central Council (Amendment) Bill, 2018 was
introduced in Lok Sabha by Mr. Shripad Yesso Naik, Minister of
State, Ministry of AYUSH on July 23, 2018.  It amends the
Homoeopathy Central Council Act, 1973 and replaces the
Homoeopathy Central Council (Amendment) Ordinance, 2018
that was promulgated on May 18, 2018.   The 1973 Act sets up
the Central Council of Homoeopathy which regulates
homoeopathic education and practice.

●

Supersession of the Central Council:  The Bill amends the
1973 Act to provide for the supersession of the Central Council. 
The Central Council will be reconstituted within one year from the
date of its supersession.  In the interim period, the central
government will constitute a Board of Governors, which will
exercise the powers of the Central Council.

●

The Board of Governors will consist of up to seven
members including: (i) persons of eminence in the field of
homoeopathy education, and (ii) eminent administrators,
appointed by the central government.  The central government
will select one of these members as the Chairperson of the
Board.  With regard to policy decisions, the directions of the
central government will be final.

●

Permission for existing homoeopathy colleges:  The Bill
states that: (i) if any person has established a homoeopathy
medical college, or (ii) if an established homoeopathy medical
college has opened new courses or increased its admission
capacity before the passage of the Bill, it will have to seek
permission from the central government within one year.  If the
person or homoeopathy medical college fails to seek such
permission, then any medical qualification granted to a student
from such medical college will not be recognised under the Act.

●

Current Status: Pending
Ministry: AYUSH

Stage Date
Introduction Jul 23, 2018
Com. Ref.
Com. Rep.
Lok Sabha Introduced
Rajya Sabha

Relevant Links

  Bill Text   (102 KB)

     (211 KB)

  PRS Bill Summary  (534
KB)
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‘Study in India’ Programme to make India an educational hub for foreign students
Ministry of Human Resource Development

‘Study in India’ Programme to make India an educational hub
for foreign students

Posted On: 23 JUL 2018 6:16PM by PIB Delhi

To facilitate Internationalization of Higher Education in India, a Programme viz. ‘Study
in India’ has been launched on 18.04.2018 with the objectives to make India an
education hub for foreign students; improve the soft power of India with focus on the
neighbouring countries and use it as a tool in diplomacy; to rapidly increase the inflow
of inbound International Students in India through a systematic brand-building,
marketing, social media and digital marketing campaigns; to increase India’s market
share of global education exports; improvement in overall quality of higher education; to
reduce the export-import imbalance in the number of international students; growth in
India’s global market share of International students; and increase in global ranking of
India etc.             

To start with, the programme focuses on International students from select 30 countries
across South-East Asia, Middle East and Africa for a period of two years i.e. for the
academic years 2018-19 and 2019-20. The programme envisages participation of
select reputed Indian institutes/universities by way of offering seats for the International
students at affordable rates. This Programme does not offer any Scholarships,
however, fee waivers to meritorious foreign students ranging from 100% to 25% are
offered. 

A centralised admission web-portal (https://studyinindia.gov.in/) acts as a single window
for the admission of foreign students. EdCIL(India) Limited is the implementing agency
for the Programme.  

This information was given by the Minister of State (HRD), Dr. Satya Pal Singh today in
a written reply to a Lok Sabha question.

*****
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Detention no cure: on RTE Act amendment

The legislation to amend the Right to Education Act to give States the power to detain students
who fail an examination in Class 5 or 8 is a negative measure. Although many States want such a
change, the amendment passed by the Lok Sabha goes against the view of many educationists,
who argue that it would weaken one of the progressive features of the RTE Act, which is to
guarantee the continued presence of the child in school during the formative learning phase. The
proposed change will allow State Boards to declare a student failed and detain her on the basis of
an examination, although Section 30(1) of the RTE Act holds out the assurance that no child shall
be required to face any Board examination till completion of elementary education. There are
genuine concerns on learning outcomes produced by India’s schooling system. But these are
determined not only by a student’s effort but also by the number and quality of teachers,
processes for continuous assessment and, crucially, active engagement of parents and the
community in encouraging excellence. It is the lack of attention to some of these determinants that
has created what Human Resource Development Minister Prakash Javadekar calls a “broken”
school education system. Detaining already disadvantaged children can only break it further, and
render the RTE Act a dead letter.

The case to replace the no-detention provision with one that reintroduces examinations in grades
3, 5 and 8 was made by a sub-committee of the Central Advisory Board of Education set up to
review the provision, but its assumptions were faulty. For one, it concluded that the crucial
guarantee could be implemented only under ideal conditions, and these were not available, while
the pioneering RTE Act wanted to extend it to all grades within its purview. Yet, the provision is
central to the objects of the law, since it seeks to check dropouts and enable all children to attend
school in order to derive benefits that go beyond rote-learning. In fact, in 2016 the NITI Aayog
found, based on a study in Punjab, that bringing back detention in elementary schooling would
increase the dropout rate, impacting the poor and Dalits the most as they depended on
government institutions. Besides, the proposed ‘cure’ may make another problem worse: when
parents are unable to ensure regular attendance of children due to social circumstances, it is
inconceivable that detaining them for non-performance will act as an incentive to attend school
regularly. The move to introduce examinations as filters has not been fully thought through, and
may be a hasty response to demands from State governments which want to be seen as acting
firmly in favour of quality. Tinkering with the RTE Act without sufficient thought will erode a major
constitutional achievement.
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Improving the stability, bioavailability of TB FDC drug

Image for representational purposes only  

The physical stability and bioavailability of a fixed-dose combination (FDC) drug containing four
anti-TB medicines — rifampicin, isoniazid, pyrazinamide and ethambutol — has been vastly
improved from 3-4 days (at 40 degree C and 75% relative humidity) to over 30 days by turning to
crystal engineering.

The use of FDC containing two, three and four anti-TB drugs for the treatment of TB was
recommended by the World Health Organisation in 1994. The four-drug FDC was included in the
WHO Model List of Essential Drugs in 1999.

The four-drug FDC suffers from stability and quality issues. The FDC tablets tend to undergo
discolouration and become sticky, gummy mass thereby affecting its quality. The use of poor
quality drugs can lead to treatment failures and development of drug resistance.

A team led by Dr. Ashwini Nangia from Pune’s National Chemical Laboratory addressed the
problem of stability and poor bioavailability by making cocrystals (hydrogen-bonded
multicomponent crystal) of isoniazid with either caffeic acid or vanillic acid. The results of the study
were published in the Journal of Pharmaceutical Sciences.

“Rifampicin tends to cross react with isoniazid and this leads to changes in colour and composition
of the four-drug FDC drug, and erratic bioavailability and therapeutic action,” says Dr. Nangia. By
using caffeine and vanillic acid to form cocrystals with isoniazid, the researchers were able to
inhibit cross-reaction between isoniazid and rifampicin.

While FDC tablets used as control turned to liquid-like state within one week, the FDC containing
isoniazid cocrystal remained stable for up to 30 days.

Whereas the cocrystal formed using vanilic acid showed slight colour change within one week and
became dark brown at the end of four weeks, caffeic acid cocrystal showed slight change in colour
after one week but remained in solid form for up to four weeks. As a result, caffeic acid cocrystal
showed better stability.

“The reason why caffeic acid cocrystal performs better than vanilic acid cocrystal is due to better
and strong hydrogen bonding in the crystal structure. This is absent in the vanillic acid cocrystal,”
he says.

“We have tested the stability for one month. We expect the stability to be much longer because
excipients [substances included for the purpose of long-term stabilisation] and additives will be
added which make the formulation stable. Secondly, the tablet will be in closed strip and so the
degradation will be much slower. The cocrystal FDC is much more stable than the drug mixture
and hence should be explored in further formulation development,” says Dr. Nangia.

The researchers plan to test the stability of the four-drug FDC cocrystal for longer term and in new
environments. “It is expected to perform superior to the drug combinations,” he says.
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The device was tested in the open ocean at a depth of 1,600 to 2,300 ft.
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Tackling HIV

A new report from the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) bears good news
for the global war against the syndrome. Between 2010 and 2017, several countries made rapid
progress in reducing HIV incidence and getting antiretroviral therapy to patients. Today, three out
of four people with HIV know their status, and 21.7 million get treatment. While the largest
reduction in incidence came from eastern and southern Africa, Asia also made gains. India, in
particular, brought down the number of new cases and deaths by 27% and 56%, respectively,
between 2010 and 2017. As the UNAIDS report says, some satisfaction is warranted. This applies
also to India, which has done a few things right. For example, tuberculosis is the biggest killer of
HIV patients across the world. India is now able to treat over 90% of notified TB patients for HIV.
Social stigma surrounding AIDS-infected people in India, while high, is declining slowly too. Survey
data show that in the last decade, the number of people unwilling to buy vegetables from a person
with HIV came down from over 30% to 27.6%. But even as India celebrates such progress, it is
important to be mindful of the scale of the challenge. With 2.1 million cases, India is among the
largest burden countries in the world. And there are critical gaps in its strategy.

The UNAIDS report points out that a country’s laws can legitimise stigma and give licence to the
harassment of groups at the highest risk of HIV. These include men who have sex with other men,
people who inject drugs, and sex workers. Indian laws don’t do well on this count. The Immoral
Traffic (Prevention) Act criminalises several aspects of sex work, while Section 377 of the IPC
criminalises gay sex. Studies show that fear of prosecution under such laws prevents homosexual
men, drug-users and sex workers from seeking HIV screening and treatment. As a result, these
groups lag behind average treatment rates, although their requirements are higher. According to a
2017 UNAIDS report, for example, awareness of their HIV status among men who have sex with
other men was 41% in India; 52% of those who knew their status were receiving treatment, and of
these, 83% had suppressed viral levels. These are troubling patterns. If India is serious about
tackling HIV, it must find ways to reach such groups. Short of changing the law, the Centre can
consider targeted interventions. An experiment in Karnataka, between 2004 and 2011, finds
favourable mention in the report. It shows that sensitising police personnel and educating female
sex workers can greatly reduce arbitrary police raids and arrests. As the UNAIDS report
emphasises, the right to health is universal. India must take note of this to ensure that no one is
left behind in the fight against HIV.
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Kargil Vijay Diwas Celebrations-2018
Ministry of Defence

Kargil Vijay Diwas Celebrations-2018

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 6:06PM by PIB Delhi

On the occasion ofKargilDiwas-2018 Raksha Mantri Smt Nirmala Sitharaman along
with three Service Chiefs paid their homage to the courage, valour, and sacrifices of the
heroes of Operation Vijay at Amar JawanJyoti here today. Smt Sitharaman extended
her heartiest greetings and best wishes to all the ranks of Indian Armed Forces,
Veterans and their families on the occasion.

The Indo-Pak Kargil conflict, known as Operation Vijay, was fought between May and
July 1999, in the most inhospitable and rugged terrain along the Line of Control (LoC)
from ZojiLa in the West to Turtok in the East. The conflict was engineered by Pakistan,
infiltrating its troops and occupying vacated dominating heights across the LoC
overlooking and threatening National Highway besides violating territorial integrity of
the Nation. Indian Army soldiers, displaying utmost fortitude and resilience, fought
legendary battles in Dras, Kaksar, Batalik and Turtok sectors at heights above 12,000
feet and evicted Pakistani intruders. Indian Air Force also contributed significantly and
supported the Army operations.

Smt Sitharaman also expressed confidence that the Indian Armed Forces would
continue to serve the country with unwavering dedication and discipline keeping with
their glorious traditions.

SRR/Sao/Nampi/DK/Rajib
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Samagra Shiksha - An Integrated Scheme to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education at
all levels of school education.
Ministry of Human Resource Development

Samagra Shiksha - An Integrated Scheme to ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels of
school education.

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 3:34PM by PIB Delhi

The Government of India has launched Samagra Shiksha - An Integrated Scheme for school
education, w.e.f. 2018-19, which is an overarching programme for the school education sector
extending from pre-school to class XII and aims to ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education at all levels of school education.  It envisages the ‘school’ as a continuum from pre-
school, primary, upper primary, secondary to senior secondary levels and subsumes the three
erstwhile centrally sponsored schemes i.e. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya Madhyamik
Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education(TE).

            Bridging gender and social category gaps at all levels of school education is one of the
major objectives of the scheme. The scheme reaches out to girls and children belonging to
Scheduled Caste (SC), Scheduled Tribe (ST), minority communities and transgender. The scheme
also gives attention to urban deprived children, children affected by periodic migration and children
living in remote and scattered habitations. Under the scheme, provision has been made for giving
preference to Special Focus Districts (SFDs), Educationally Backward Blocks (EEBs), LWE
affected districts, and aspirational districts while planning interventions like setting up of primary
schools, upper primary schools, construction of additional classrooms, toilets, Kasturba Gandhi
Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs).

The Samagra Shiksha scheme supports States for strengthening of school infrastructure including
in rural areas.  The scheme provides for infrastructural strengthening of existing government
schools based on the gaps determined by Unified District Information System for Education
(UDISE) and proposals received from respective States/UTs. The scheme also provides for
annual maintenance and repair of existing school buildings, toilets and other facilities to upkeep
the infrastructure in good condition.

Samagra Shiksha focuses on improvement in quality of education by providing support for
different interventions like in-service training of teachers and school heads, conduct of
achievement surveys at state and national level, composite school grant to every school for
providing a conducive learning environment, grants for library, sports and physical activities,
support for Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan, ICT and digital initiatives, School  Leadership
development programme, remedial teaching for academically weaker students, support for Padhe
Bharat Badhe Bharat, etc.

Besides, the following are some of the steps taken to improve infrastructure and the quality of
primary education:-

Since the inception of the erstwhile Centrally Sponsored Scheme, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, in
2001 till 31.03.2018, construction of 3.12 lakh school buildings, 18.87 lakh additional
classrooms, provision of 2.42 lakh drinking water facility, construction of 3.95 lakh Boys’

i.
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toilets, 5.18 lakh separate girls’ toilets and 1.41 lakh CWSN toilets have been sanctioned to
States and UTs, out of which States and UTs have reported construction of 2.94 lakh school
buildings, 18.03 lakh additional classrooms, provision of 2.35 lakh drinking water facility,
construction of 3.76 lakh Boys’ toilets, 5.07 lakh separate girls’ toilets and 1.21 lakh CWSN
toilets.
The Central rules to the RTE Act, 2009 have been amended on 20th February, 2017 to
include reference on class-wise and subject-wise learning outcomes, which have accordingly
been finalised for all subjects upto the elementary stage and shared with the states and UTs.

ii.

National Achievement Survey for classes 3, 5 & 8 based on Learning Outcomes was
conducted on 13th November, 2017 to enable States & UTs to identify gaps in learning
outcomes at district level and design strategies to address these gaps.

iii.

Section 23(2) of the RTE Act has been amended to extend the period of training of untrained
in-service elementary teachers to 31st March, 2019.

iv.

The National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) has been entrusted to conduct this training
through Open and Distance Learning (ODL) mode.  The online D.El.Ed course has been
started from 3rd October, 2017.  More than 13 lakh teachers have joined these courses.

v.

 

This information was given by the Minister of State (HRD), Shri Upendra Kushwaha today in a
written reply to a Rajya Sabha question.

*****

NB/AK
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Steps taken by the Government for revamping the education system to benefit the student
community
Ministry of Human Resource Development

Steps taken by the Government for revamping the education
system to benefit the student community

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 3:33PM by PIB Delhi

The Government is committed to provide equitable access to quality education to all sections of
the society and the vision of the Ministry is to realize India’s human resource potential to its fullest
in the education sector with equity and inclusion. The Ministry of Human Resource Development
is implementing several schemes aimed at enhancing literacy and basic education of the youth,
expanding access to all levels of education, including higher and technical education.

 

Several initiatives are currently being undertaken in this direction, such as in elementary
education, the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009 and Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) programme aims for improvements in school infrastructure, curricular and
assessment reforms, identification of learning indicators, improved teaching and learning
resulting in better learning outcomes. Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA), ICT in
Schools, Centrally Sponsored Scheme on Teacher Education (CSSTE), Shaala Siddhi, Rashtriya
Avishkar Abhiyan are being implemented to improve the quality of secondary education.
Recently, the Department of School Education and Literacy has formulated the Samagra
Shiksha- an Integral Scheme for School Education as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme and it is
being implemented throughout the country with effect from the year 2018-19. This programme
subsumes the three erstwhile Centrally Sponsored Scheme of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA),
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) and Teacher Education (TE). It is an overarching
programme for the school education sector extending from pre-school to class XII and aims to
ensure inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels of school education. It envisages the
'school' as a continuum from pre-school, primary, upper primary, secondary to senior secondary
levels.

 

In higher education also, various schemes, namely, Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan
(RUSA), Global Initiative for Academics Network (GIAN), Impacting Research, Innovation &
Technology (IMPRINT), Technical Education Quality Improvement Programme (TEQIP), Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya National Mission on Teachers and Teaching (PMMMNMTT), Study
Webs of Active-Learning for Young Aspiring Minds (SWAYAM), National Digital Library, campus
connect programme, Uchhatar Avishkar Abhiyan, Unnat Bharat Abhiyan are being implemented
to improve the quality of higher education. A number of initiatives are also undertaken by UGC
and AICTE for quality improvement in higher and technical education.

 

Further, in order to balance the curriculum for cognitive and analytical areas with curriculum in
other life skills including creativity and sports, specific suggestions were invited by MHRD and
NCERT from teachers, academics, students, parents and other stakeholders associated with
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school education with the objective to make the content more balanced in various subjects
offered from class I to class XII as prescribed by NCERT/CBSE.

 

Currently, the Government is in the process of framing a New Education Policy (NEP) for meeting
the changing dynamics of the population’s requirement with regard to quality education,
innovation and research, aiming to make India a knowledge superpower by equipping its students
with the necessary skills and knowledge. Wide ranging consultations were undertaken at multiple
levels of online, expert/thematic and grassroots from village to State, Zonal levels as well as at
the National level. Initially, a Committee for Evolution of the New Education Policy was
constituted which submitted its report in May, 2016 and thereafter, the Ministry prepared ‘Some
Inputs for the Draft National Education Policy, 2016’. Both these documents are treated as inputs
for policy formulation. The exercise of preparing a New Education Policy is still ongoing as a
Committee for Draft National Education Policy under the Chairmanship of Dr. K. Kasturirangan
has been constituted which will consider and examine all inputs and suggestions and is expected
to submit its report by 31.08.2018.

 

This information was given by the Minister of State (HRD), Dr. Satya Pal Singh today in a written
reply to a Rajya Sabha question.
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Exemplar material for providing home education to students with severe disabilities through e-
learning developed by NCERT
Ministry of Human Resource Development

Exemplar material for providing home education to students
with severe disabilities through e-learning developed by
NCERT

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 3:32PM by PIB Delhi

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009 provides a justifiable
legal framework that entitles all children between the ages of 6-14 years free and compulsory
elementary education which also includes children with disabilities as per Section 3 of the RTE
Act, 2009. The erstwhile Centrally Sponsored Schemes of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) at
elementary level and Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) at secondary level had
implemented the Inclusive Education (IE) programmes for children with special needs (CwSN).
Presently, the Central Government has launched Samagra Shiksha - an Integrated Scheme for
School Education, from 2018-19, which addresses the educational needs of CwSN covering
classes I to XII and aims to provide inclusive education and barrier free access in schools. Under
the Samagra Shiksha, allocation for children with special needs has been increased from Rs. 3000
to Rs.3500 per child per annum including a stipend of Rs. 200 per month for CwSN girls in
Classes I to XII-earlier it was only for classes IX to XII. Also, provision has been kept for
appointment of special educators at Block/Cluster/School level as per requirement.

 

The National Council of Educational Research & Training (NCERT) has developed exemplar
material on curricular adaptations, inclusive teaching and how to adopt flexibility in evaluation for
children with disabilities in inclusive classrooms. Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE),
has an inclusion policy for students with disabilities which inter-alia includes permitting the use of
computer in writing the examination as per the actual need and skills of the students with
disabilities, provision of Reader in case student with disability does not want the facility of scribe
and need a person to read the question paper and relaxation in mandatory attendance if any
student with disability could not attend the school for prescribed days.

 

The Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan(KVS) and Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti(NVS) also provide a
barrier free environment in their school campuses which includes ramps and separate toilets for
CwSN.

As per Indian Market Research Bureau (IMRB) survey, 2014, there were 6,00,630 children with
special needs who are out of school within the age group of 6-13 years. 

 

Mapping of children with special needs (CwSN) is an integral part of the planning and surveys
carried out by the States and UTs. A concerted drive to identify CwSN is undertaken through
convergence with multiple stakeholders. The identified children are further assessed through
assessment camps that are held in convergence with the line Departments along with other
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resource persons in the State/UT.

 

Various steps are being taken to bring children with special needs (CwSN) to schools such as the
National Council of Educational Research & Training (NCERT) has developed exemplar material
for providing low cost quality home education to students with severe disabilities through e-
learning.  NCERT text books have been converted into digital books which can be downloaded
free by any one, any time.  Most of the books are in UNICODE which a child with special needs
can read using a Text-to-Speech (TTS)/Software/mobile app though e-Pathshaala mobile app. 
For visually challenged learners e-book in DAISY format and tactile maps have been developed. 

 

This information was given by the Minister of State (HRD), Shri Upendra Kushwaha today in a
written reply to a Rajya Sabha question.

 

******
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Initiatives taken by Government to reduce the curriculum load and burden of school bags
Ministry of Human Resource Development

Initiatives taken by Government to reduce the curriculum
load and burden of school bags

Posted On: 26 JUL 2018 3:30PM by PIB Delhi

The Government has taken various initiatives to reduce the curriculum load and the burden of
school bags.  Some of the initiatives taken in this regard are as under:

 

(i)             The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has
recommended only two books (Language and Mathematics) for classes I & II and three
books for Classes III to V (Language, Environmental Studies and Mathematics). NCERT
has also made available all their textbooks for free access through the web
(epathshala.nic.in) and mobile devices.

 

(ii)            The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has directed schools
affiliated to it to ensure that students do not carry school bags till Class II. In its latest
circular dated 12th September, 2016, it has advised all its affiliated schools to take all
possible measures to keep the weight of school bag under control.

 

(iii)           Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan implemented a Pilot project e-Prajna with the
distribution of 5000 Tablets to all the students of class-VII in 25 Kendriya Vidyalayas (One
KV from each region ) to reduce the burden of bag. Teachers will use the tablets in
classroom to teach science and mathematics for enhancing core skills in the subject.

 

Education being a subject in the Concurrent List of the Constitution and the majority of schools are
under the jurisdiction of the State Governments, it is for the respective State/Union Territory
Government to take appropriate measures to reduce the burden of schools bags of the children
studying in their schools.

 

This information was given by the Minister of State (HRD), Shri Upendra Kushwaha today in a
written reply to a Rajya Sabha question.

*****
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AIIMS-led team develops highly sensitive, portable test for TB meningitis

A diagnostic test for TB meningitis with nearly 100% sensitivity and about 91% specificity has
been developed. From left: Abhijeet, Neera Sharma, Jaya Sivaswami Tyagi and Tarun Sharma.  

A diagnostic test for TB meningitis (the most severe form of TB) with nearly 100% sensitivity and
about 91% specificity has been developed by a multi-institutional team led by Prof. Jaya
Sivaswami Tyagi from the Department of Biotechnology at AIIMS. The performance of the
diagnostic test was evaluated in 87 cerebrospinal fluid samples obtained from paediatric subjects
(39 TB meningitis patients and 48 controls). The results of the study were published recently in the
journal Tuberculosis.

The diagnostic test is based on a derivative of a DNA aptamer (a small single-stranded DNA
molecule that binds to a specific target molecule and is a chemical rival of antibodies) that shows
high binding affinity in nanomolar range and high specificity to a TB antigen (HspX). Besides
higher binding affinity, there is significantly higher load of the HspX antigen in cerebrospinal fluid
samples, leading to higher sensitivity.

A rapid, point-of-care diagnostic test for TB meningitis that uses the DNA aptamer has already
been adapted to a sensor format and is being evaluated on clinical samples. “It takes all of 30
minutes to get the result as we are using an electrochemical sensing platform,” says Prof. Tyagi.

“While antibodies have to be generated in animals and so will not be of uniform quality, aptamers
can be produced in the lab,” says Dr. Tarun Kumar Sharma from the Centre for Biodesign and
Diagnostics at Translational Health Science and Technology Institute (THSTI), Faridabad and the
other corresponding author of the paper.

The aptamer-based diagnostic test for TB meningitis has been patented by AIIMS and THSTI and
licensed to AptaBharat Innovation Pvt Limited, a THSTI spinoff founded by Dr. Sharma.

The currently used diagnostic methods — microscopy and culture of cerebrospinal fluid — suffer
from huge limitations in terms of poor sensitivity and long turnaround time of up to eight weeks.
Even GeneXpert has only 55% sensitivity. In settings such as India, where the prevalence of TB
meningitis is high, one in six patients tested by Xpert will be missed.

Ten-year journey

It has taken the team about 10 years to reach this stage of developing a diagnostic test. Since
there are very few bacteria in TB meningitis samples, the researchers wanted to evaluate the
utility of using TB DNA for the diagnosis using PCR. In a paper published in 2009 in the Journal of
Medical Microbiology, the researchers filtered 167 cerebrospinal fluid samples using a filter paper
and studied the filtrate that contains the DNA of TB bacteria. DNA and other components of TB
bacteria are present in the filtrate due to disintegration of the bacteria.

“We studied TB bacteria present on the filter paper and the TB DNA present in the filtrate and
found TB DNA yielded significantly higher sensitivity of detection (88%) than the whole bacteria
(53%). When we saw the filtrate had more DNA we wanted to check for antigens of TB bacteria,”
recalls Dr. Sagarika Haldar from the Centre for Biodesign and Diagnostics at THSTI and first
author in two papers. She is currently at the Department of Experimental Medicine and
Biotechnology,

PGIMER, Chandigarh.
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In a paper published in 2012 in PLOS ONE, the team studied 532 cerebrospinal fluid samples
collected from children and looked for five TB antigens. “Though DNA and antigen were
significantly higher in the filtrate compared with TB bacteria, the amount of TB antigens was far
higher than DNA,” Dr. Haldar says. Using DNA for diagnosis would involve sophisticated
instrument and amplification while antigen detection will be straight forward.

The team found the sensitivity of both tests — DNA and antigen — was similar. Of the five
antigens, two were found to be excellent in terms of sensitivity and specificity. “We would need an
ELISA reader to detect the antigens. Since we wanted to make a point-of-care diagnostic test for
TB meningitis, we turned out attention to DNA aptamers,” says Dr. Haldar.

Using a DNA aptamer to bind to the TB antigen makes ELISA reader redundant in a portable
assay format. The aptamer is also more sensitive, specific and stable compared with the antibody.
Since the antigen is directly detected, only 5 microlitre of the sample is required.

Twenty-one aptamers were selected from the aptamer libarary and based on specificity one was
chosen. Since all the 44 nucleotides of the aptamer don’t interact with the HspX TB antigen, the
size of the aptamer was reduced to 28 nucleotides. Reducing the size of the aptamer will in turn
reduce the cost of the diagnostic test.

“Once the mutation was done to reduce the size we found the binding improved. The mutant
aptamer showed 2.5-fold higher binding than the parent aptamer,” says Abhijeet Dhiman from the
Department of Biotechnology, AIIMS and first author of the 2018 paper. The optimised aptamer
was tested on 87 cerebrospinal fluid samples and found to have nearly 100% sensitivity and about
91% specificity.
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Shri J P Nadda Launches National Viral Hepatitis Control Program
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Shri J P Nadda Launches National Viral Hepatitis Control
Program

Strongly committed towards eliminating Viral Hepatitis by
2030: J P Nadda

Posted On: 28 JUL 2018 5:39PM by PIB Delhi

“With this initiative, Government is strongly committed to work towards elimination of viral hepatitis
by 2030.”  This was stated by Shri J P Nadda, Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare as he
launched the National Viral Hepatitis Control Program to mark the World Hepatitis Day, 2018, here
today. At the function, Shri J P Nadda also released the Operational Guidelines for National Viral
Hepatitis Control Program, National Laboratory Guidelines for Viral Hepatitis Testing and National
Guidelines for Diagnosis and Management of Viral Hepatitis. Shri Manoj Sinha, MoS (Independent
Charge), Ministry of Communication also released the Commemorative Stamp at the occasion.

Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey and Smt Anupriya Patel, Ministers of State for Health and Family Welfare
along with Smt Preeti Sudan, Secretary (Health), Shri Ananta Narayan Nanda, Secretary, Dept. of Posts
and Dr S Venkatesh, DGHS were also present at the launch function.

Addressing the participants, Shri Nadda said that under the guidance of Honorable Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi the Ministry is aggressively addressing the preventable diseases. Shri J P Nadda said
that there has been a paradigm shift in designing the programme. “Programmes are now designed at
the ground level and all stakeholders are taken into the consideration. We are now making sure that the
last person gets the benefit out of it,” he said.

Shri Nadda further said that the Ministry has already launched a campaign to end TB by 2025, five years
ahead of global target. He said that the Government now has more than 1100 CBNAAT machines for
rapid diagnosis of TB and provides daily regimen with fixed dose combinations. He further said that the
programme has also initiated active case finding to screen more TB patients.

Shri Nadda stated that the government has also launched the ‘Test and Treat Policy for HIV’ wherein as
soon as a person is tested and found to be positive, he will be provided with ART irrespective of his CD
count or clinical stage. Adding further, Shri Nadda said that the government has also launched Rotavirus
vaccine, Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV), and the Measles-Rubella (MR), Pneumonia vaccine
and one thing that was remaining was Hepatitis, today with this launch we will be offering free drugs and
diagnostics for hepatitis B & C. “This initiative will provide laboratory testing and management of viral
hepatitis with a de-centralized approach,” Shri Nadda said.

Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, said that awareness is a
very important component of the program. As disease burden is very significant in India, this will help us
to find the disease carriers and towards their diagnosis and treatment. “This exemplifies India’s
commitment to providing universal health coverage and meeting SDG targets for the country,” Shri
Choubey said.

Speaking at the function, Shri Manoj Sinha stated that the Department of Posts (DoP) has released
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several stamps to generate awareness about various programme of the Government. He further
informed the participants about various initiatives of DoP.

Smt Anupriya Patel, Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare stated that National Viral Control
Program marks the beginning of the nation’s journey to control viral hepatitis thereby reducing mortality
and morbidity attributed to it. “It is envisaged that this program will reach large number of people
possibly harbouring the infection, She said. Smt Anupriya Patel further added that integrating the
intervention within the existing health systems framework under NHM rather than adopting a vertical
approach will further complement our efforts in providing more comprehensive care till the grass root
level.

Smt Preeti Sudan, Secretary (Health) said that this initiative marks the achievement of another
milestone and symbolizes India’s commitment towards elimination of viral hepatitis. She further stated
that the programme will find, test and treat viral hepatitis. 

MoHFW has launched the ‘National Viral Hepatitis Control Program’, with the goal of ending viral
hepatitis as a public health threat by 2030 in the country. The aim of the initiative is to reduce morbidity
and mortality due to viral hepatitis. The key strategies include preventive and promotive interventions
with focus on awareness generation, safe injection practices and socio-cultural practices, sanitation and
hygiene, safe drinking water supply, infection control and immunization; co-ordination and collaboration
with different Ministries and departments; increasing access to testing and management of viral
hepatitis; promoting diagnosis and providing treatment support for patients of hepatitis B &C through
standardized testing and management protocols with focus on treatment of hepatitis B and C; building
capacities at national, state, district levels and sub-district level up to Primary Health Centres (PHC) and
health and wellness centres such that the program can be scaled up till the lowest level of the
healthcare facility in a phased manner.

Also present at the event were, Shri Manoj Jhalani, AS & MD (NHM), Dr. Henk Bekedam, WHO
representative to India along with the senior officers from the Ministry and the States.

***
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The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Amendment) Bill, 2017
HRD / Labour / Health

The Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Education
(Amendment) Bill, 2017

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
(Amendment) Bill, 2017 was introduced by the Minister of Human
Resource Development, Mr. Prakash Javadekar in Lok Sabha on
April 10, 2017.  The Bill amends the Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 by extending the deadline
for teachers to acquire the prescribed minimum qualifications for
appointment.

●

Under the Act, if a state does not have adequate teacher training
institutions or sufficient number of qualified teachers, the
provision to possess minimum qualifications is relaxed for a
period not exceeding five years i.e. till March 31, 2015.

●

The Bill further adds to this provision by stating that those
teachers who do not possess the minimum qualifications as on
March 31, 2015 will acquire the minimum qualifications within a
period of four years i.e. by March 31, 2019.  

●

Current Status: Passed
Ministry: Health and Family
Welfare

Stage Date
Introduction Apr 10,

2017
Com. Ref.
Com. Rep.
Lok Sabha Jul 21, 2017
Rajya Sabha Aug 1, 2017

Relevant Links

  PRS Bill Summary  (556
KB)

      (560 KB)

  Bill Text  (23 KB)

     (164 KB)
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The National Sports University Bill, 2018
HRD / Labour / Health

The National Sports University
Bill, 2018

The National Sports University Bill, 2018 was introduced in Lok
Sabha by Mr. Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, Minister of Youth
Affairs and Sports on July 23, 2018.  It replaces the National
Sports University Ordinance, 2018 that was promulgated on May
31, 2018.  The Bill seeks to establish a National Sports
University in Manipur.  

●

Establishment of the University:  The National Sports
University will be headquartered in Manipur.  It may establish
outlying campuses (within or outside India), colleges, or regional
centres.  The University will: (i) undertake research on physical
education, (ii) strengthen sports training programmes, and (iii)
collaborate internationally in the field of physical education,
among others.

●

Functions of the University:  Key powers and functions of the
University include: (i) prescribing courses of study and
conducting training programmes, (ii) granting degrees, diplomas,
and certificates, (iii) providing facilities through a distance
education system, and (iv) conferring autonomous status on a
college or an institution.

●

Authorities:  The University will have the following authorities: (i)
a Court, which will review the policies of the University and
suggest measures for its development, (ii) an Executive Council,
which will be the principal executive body, (iii) an Academic and
Activity Council, which will supervise academic policies, (iv) a
Board of Sports Studies, which will approve the subjects for
research and recommend measures to improve standards of
teaching, and (v) a Finance Committee, which will examine
proposals related to creation of posts and recommend limits on
the expenditure of the University. Further, additional authorities
may be declared through statutes.

●

Executive Council:  The Executive Council will be responsible
for all administrative affairs of the University.  Members of the
Council will be nominated by the central government and will
hold office for two years.  The members will include: (i) the Vice-
Chancellor (appointed by the central government), (ii) the Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, and (iii) four
persons from among eminent sports persons and distinguished
coaches. 

●

Key functions of the Council include: (i) creating academic
posts and their appointment, (ii) managing the revenue and
property of the University, (iii) managing and regulating the

●

Current Status: Pending
Ministry: Youth Affairs and
Sports

Stage Date
Introduction Jul 23, 2018
Com. Ref.
Com. Rep.
Lok Sabha Introduced
Rajya Sabha

Relevant Links

  Bill Text   (232 KB)

     (1274 KB)

  PRS Bill Summary  (535
KB)
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finances of the University, and (iv) partnering with industry and
non government agencies to advance knowledge.
Statutes:  The Schedule to the Bill contains statutes.  These
statutes specify the establishment, composition, and powers of
various authorities such as the Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, and
Dean of Schools.  The Executive Council may make additional
statutes, amend specified statutes, or repeal these statutes.  Any
such action will require the approval of the central government. 

●

Role of central government:  The central government will
review and inspect the functioning of the University.  The
Executive Council may take action based on the findings of the
inspection.  If no action is taken within a reasonable time period,
the central government may issue binding directions to the
Council.  In addition, the central government may annul any
proceeding of the University which do not conform with the Bill.

●

Fund:  The University will maintain a Fund.  The following
amounts will be credited to the Fund: (i) contributions by the
central government, state governments, or the University Grants
Commission, (ii) loans, gifts, and donations, (iii) income from
fees, and (iv) amounts received from any other source.  Funds
will be invested based on the recommendations of the Finance
Committee.

●

Dispute and appeals:  Any student or candidate whose name
has been removed from the rolls of the University and who has
been barred from appearing for examinations may appeal to the
Executive Council for review of the decision.  Any dispute arising
out the disciplinary action taken by the University against a
student may be referred to a Tribunal of Arbitration (at the
request of the student).  Disputes arising out of the contract
between an employee and the University may also be referred to
a Tribunal of Arbitration.

●
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Steps taken by the government to promote learning of science and mathematics in schools
Ministry of Human Resource Development

Steps taken by the government to promote learning of
science and mathematics in schools

Posted On: 30 JUL 2018 6:09PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Human Resource Development has launched the Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan
(RAA) in July 2015, across School Education and Higher Education to encourage children towards
learning Science and Mathematics through activities related to Science and Mathematics. Some of
the interventions under RAA for promotion of science are strengthening of school Science and
Mathematics laboratories, Science Fair/Exhibition and Talent Search at district level; provision of
mathematics and science kits to schools, visit of students to higher educational institutions and
learning enhancement of students.

National Institution for Transforming India (NITI) under the Atal Innovation Mission is establishing
Atal Tinkering Laboratories (ATLs) in schools across India. The objective of this scheme is to
foster curiosity, creativity and imagination in young minds; and inculcate skills such as design
mindset, computational thinking, adaptive learning, physical computing etc.

During last three years, an amount of Rs 952.47 crore has been approved for In- service Teacher
training of Maths and Science teachers at upper primary level, learning enhancement programme,
computer aided learning and innovations under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). Further, an amount
of Rs. 425.39 crore has been approved for in-service training of science and maths teachers,
remedial teaching, provision of science and maths kits, science exhibitions etc under Rashtriya
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA).

The National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2005, suggested a paradigm shift in science education
in India. As per NCF 2005, inquiry skills should be supported and strengthened by language,
design and quantitative skills. Schools should place much greater emphasis on activities aimed at
stimulating investigative ability, inventiveness, creativity and transfer of learning in varied
situations. The perspective of NCF-2005, on science has been translated into syllabi, textbooks
and teacher support material developed by the National Council of Educational Research   And
Training (NCERT). The NCERT has continuously been building capacity of science teachers and
teacher educators at the secondary stage for content and pedagogies which promote inquiry,
thinking and problem-solving skills in students. NCERT also conducts National Science Exhibition
every year to further promote scientific temper among students.

This information was given by the Minister of State (HRD), Shri Upendra Kushwaha today in a
written reply to a Lok Sabha question.

*****
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Government launches Swachh Bharat Internship to promote involvement of students in rural
cleanliness
Ministry of Human Resource Development

Government launches Swachh Bharat Internship to promote
involvement of students in rural cleanliness

Posted On: 30 JUL 2018 6:08PM by PIB Delhi

Government of India launched a “Swachh Bharat Summer Internship- 100 hours of Swachhta”
programme for the students of Universities and Higher Education Institutions. The students are to
devote approximately 100 hours conducting Swachhta- related activitiesin villages selected by
them and approved by their parent institution. The participants are to conduct (i) Information-
Education- Communication activities for increasing awareness of village people about sanitation
and hygiene and (ii) Solid Waste Management related activities in villages.

All the participants of the Internship programme will be given a Swachh Bharat Summer Internship
Certificate on completion of their internship and its approval by their parent institution. Apart from
these Certificates, the Best interns will be recognised withShields/cups at college level and cash
prizes of Rs. 30,000,Rs. 20,000 and Rs. 10,000 at University level; Rs. 50,000,Rs. 30,000 and Rs.
20,000 at State level and Rs. 2 Lakh, Rs. 1 Lakh and Rs. 50,000 at the National level. As per the
guidelines of the Internship programme, 2 curriculum credits are to be given by institutions
affiliated with UGC to those interns whose internships are certified by the parent institution as
eligible for the credits on the basis of  higher parameters.

This information was given by the Minister of State (HRD), Dr. Satya Pal Singh today in a written
reply to a Lok Sabha question.
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Encouraging sports including Kabaddi and Badminton
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

Encouraging sports including Kabaddi and Badminton

Posted On: 30 JUL 2018 5:37PM by PIB Delhi

Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Youth Affairs and Sports Col. RajyavardhanRathore
has said that Government has granted annual recognition to 53 NSFs for promotion and
development of respective sports disciplines in the country. Kabaddi has been placed in ‘Priority’
category and Badminton in the ‘High Priority’ category so that they get maximum assistance under
the Scheme of Assistance to NSFs.In a written reply in Rajya Sabha today, he said that Sports
Authority of India (SAI), under its sports promotion schemes, has introduced Kabaddi and
Badminton discipline at various centers. There has been a gradual improvement in the
performance of Indian sportspersons/teams in international sporting arena with outstanding
performances in many sports including Kabaddi & Badminton.Further, competitions in 16 sports
disciplines including Kabaddi and Badminton were held in the 1stKhelo India School Games held
during 31.01.2018 to 08.02.2018.

 

‘Sports’ is a State subject and promotion and development of Sports is primarily the responsibility
of the State Governments and the National Sports Federations (NSFs) concerned.  However,
Government of India supplements the efforts of the States/UTs and NSFs by providing financial
assistance to them under various Schemes for the purpose. Briefs on major Schemes/ initiativesof
the Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports and Sports Authority of India for development of Sports in
the country are given in Annexure. 

ANNEXURE

 

Sports promotional Schemes being implemented by the Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports:

 

Khelo India – National Programme for Development of Sports: This Scheme was
formulated by the Ministry to infuse sports culture and achieve sporting excellence in the
country by encouraging sports for all thus allowing the population across gender and all age
groups to harness the power of sports through its cross-cutting influence, namely, holistic
development of children & youth, community development, social integration, gender equality,
healthy lifestyle, national pride and economic opportunities related to sports development
through its twelve verticals.

●

Scheme for Assistance to National Sports Federations (NSFs): Under this Scheme, the
Government provides assistances to NSFs for conducting National Championships and
International tournaments in India, participation of national teams in International tournaments
in India and abroad, organizing National coaching camps, procuring sports equipment,
engagement of foreign coaches, etc. 

●

National Sports Development Fund(NSDF): This Fund was established by the Central●
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Government in 1998, under Charitable Endowments Act 1890, with a view to mobilizing
resources from the Government as well as non-governmental sources, including the
private/corporate sector and non-resident Indians, for promotion of sports and games in the
country. Financial assistance is provided from the Fund to outstanding sportspersons, Sports
Federations and other organizations. Special stress is being given to support the
sportspersons who have been selected under a programme namely, TOP (Target Olympic
Podium) Scheme, specifically devised to train medal prospects for future Olympics.
Prime Minister’s Development Package (PMDP):This Ministry is implementing Prime
Minister’s Development Package (PMDP) for enhancement of sports facilities in Jammu &
Kashmir in different districts of the State including renovation of two stadia in Jammu and
Srinagar.

●

Sports Promotional Schemes of Sports Authority of India:

National Sports Talent Contest Scheme (NSTC):National Sports Talent Contest, (NSTC)
Scheme is being implemented to scout sports talent in the age group of 8-14 years from
schools and nurture them into future medal hopes by providing scientific training. Indigenous
Games & Martial Arts(Sub-Scheme of NSTC):This scheme aims to promote indigenous
games & martial arts in the schools in rural and semi-urban areas and scouting of talent in
these games for nurturing in modern sports.Adoption of Akharas under NSTC
Scheme:Wrestling has been a traditional indigenous sport in the country and mostly played at
village level. In order to create a broader base for modern wrestling, Akharas are being
adopted under this Scheme.

●

Army Boys Sports Company (ABSC):This is a collaborative venture of SAI with the Indian
Army, The main objective of the Scheme is to make use of the good infrastructure and
disciplined environment of the Army for training boys in the age group of 8-14 years of age, to
achieve excellence in sports. After attaining the required age of seventeen and a half years,
the trainees are also offered placement in the Army.

●

SAI Training Centre (STC):In order to groom the junior level sports persons in the age group
of 12-18 years, SAI Training Centres (STC) are established in a State where the sports
infrastructure is provided by the respective State Governments.

●

Special Area Games (SAG):Special Area Games (SAG) Scheme aims at scouting natural
talent for modern competitive sports and games from inaccessible tribal, rural and coastal
areas of the country and nurturing them scientifically for achieving excellence in sports.
Trainees in the age group of 10-18 years are selected in this scheme.

●

Extension Centre of STC/SAG:The extension centres of STC/SAG centres Scheme was
started to cover schools and colleges for wider coverage, with a view to develop sports
standards in schools and colleges having requisite basic sports infrastructure and had shown
good results in sports. Trainees in the age group of 10-18 years are selected under Non-
Residential basis for regular training.

●

Centre of Excellence (COE):The scheme envisaged induction of sportspersons, who had
performed well at Sr. National Competitions, for further advance scientific training at the
Regional Centres of SAI. These Centres of Excellence operate as regular coaching camps for
the best available talent in India in the respective sports discipline in the age group of 12-
25years.

●

National Sports Academies (NSA): The National Sports Academies (NSA) Scheme aims to
promote sports on single discipline basis in collaboration with the National Sports Federations
to attract sports talent in the respective sports discipline in the age group of 12-25 years.

●

*****
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